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to mnake samne personal sacrifices. We munst

he honest and admit that this war was fought
for the establishment of a new value in
human conditions. Sitting on this side of
the House, I say, despite the remnarksi of the
mnember for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe, that I do
not accept second place to him or to any
other niember on that side of the House in
the miater of sincerity to serve the interests-
of the community at large. I support the
second reading, of the Bill because I believe
that I-with every other member of this
House-have a duty to the population gener-
ally.

On motion by 'Mr. Doney, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.2 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONT-IRRIGATION AND
DRAINAGE.

As to Collie Area Accounts.

Hon. WV. J. MAN\N (for Hon. L. Craig)
asked the Chief Secretary:

Will the Minister lay on the Table of
the House a detailed statement of income
and e-pendituirc for the year ended the
3mst Decemiber. 1943, in connection with
the Collie irrigation area, and a similar
statement for drainage in the same area
for the yeair ended the 30th June, 1944.?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

Statements for the financial years ended
30th June, 1943 and 1944, will be laid on
the Table in the near future.

ADDRESS-IN-flBPLY.

Tkirteenth Day-Conclusion.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan)
[4.33]: M1y first duty is to thank the ejec-
tors of the Metropolitan Province for liav-
ing again returned me as one of their
representatives for a further term of six
years. I congratulate the other members
who have been returned. The House will
agree with un when I say that Mr. libson
and myself were very fortunate in being
re-elected unop posed. Mr. Gibson has
given many years' service to this State,
and I was particularly pleased to see him
returned without a conitest. The other
memibers have aill been returned which, as
has been previously mentioned, is some-
thing- of a record. But after all, although
we ame on different sides of the House and
althoug we are told that there are no
party polities in the Legislative Council,
I think thore is a feelin~g of comradeship
amongst us.- which makes us glad to see the
other fellow back again. At any rate, that
is how I feel. One tihing the return of aill
miembers on this occasion should do is to
convince those interested in the Leg-isla-
tive Council that the people still want this
Council. There is no question about that.
We would otherwise probably have had
some candidates, other than the present
representatives of the Government, claim-
ma' to be oplposed to the Legislative Coun-
cil and suggesting that when the opportune
time arrived they wvould vote themselves
out of existence. I -very much doubt
whether such a state of affairs will ever
eventuate. To mly mnind this re-election of
all membrs-mast of them with good
majorities-is proof that the country, at
least, desires; the enutinuanre of the Legis-
lative Council.

Blefore getting down to one or two points
that I want to make in the course of myi
address, I dlesire to offer my congratufla-
tions to Dr. Hisiop on his very able
speec!h. He gave us some information that
possibly only he could obtain. To many of
us who hare had experience in hospital
matters it did not gozne as a surprise. We
have to mnake allowances for the times. and
Olin only hone that the matters brouncht
before the House by the hon. member will
be looked into by the floverament. I
would also like to commend] 'Mr. flinmitt
for drawing attention to the lack of re-
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sponsibility on the part of the Government
in connection with the education of the
blind, and of the deaf and dumb. With
M1r. Dimjnitt I think that it is the duty of
the Government to take care of the edu-
cation of the afflicted equaltly with the
more fortunate. I hope that as a result
of M1r. flimniitt having brought this mat-
ter betore the notice of the Government
something will be done about it. I wish
briefly to refer to the recent Common-
wealth Powers Rteferendum. The vote
throughout Australia, in my opinion, defin-
itely proved that the people are not pre-
pared to trust the Commonwealth Govern-
mnent solely to handle the big problems that
will face us in the near future.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: Not the present
Government, particularly.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: No, any Common-
wealth Government. To my mind, the re-
habilitation of our returned men and of
our industries requires the consideration
of the best brains in the Commonwealth,
and I would not only advocate the creation
of a national Government but would gu
further and enlist outside help to tackle
these problems. No one party should un-
dertake this work. No member would
argue that there are not as good brains
in thle Lalbour Party as in the National
Party or thle Coun try Party, bnt a combin-
ation of all in times like the present must
redound to the ultimate benefit of the
Commonwealth.

I need say very little about the wvar
position. 'Memibers will agree with me when
I assert that every day the outlook becomes
brighter and the end seems nearer. We
can only pray that nothing will intervene
to prevent a speedy ending of hostilities
and the return of our men to civil life.
This should afford an opportunity for
Western Australia to develop its industries
further and seek new openings for our
men. T pay a tribute to the Commonwealth
Government on the manner in which it is
dealing with one of the problems. I refer
to the Commonwealth reconstruction
Training Scheme. Many men had to go
away in the prime of their youth; they had
to leave what opportunities were offering
and fight for King, and country. Therefore
it is only -right that a scheme should be
put in hand in order that those men might
be given an opportunity to enter some pro-
fession or trade, and that the training for
it should he undertaken by the Common-

wealth. A few evenings ago 1 had the
pleasure of listening to an address by
Major Alexander, of the Army Education
Department, who has quite a lot to do with
the scheme. I do not propose to occupy
the time of the House by giving many
points from the scheme, but I should like
to say that the leaders in industry appre-
ciate the fact that the Government has
(alled to its aid or into conference employ-
ers as well as officials and Government
representatives in control of the scheme.

Employers are looking forward to some-
thing worth-while emanating from the
scheme for the returned ame. Briefly the
scheme applies to all service personnel
who have been engaged oversee or in oper-
ational areas. Tt is designed to use al] human
material that can be availed of to econo-
mic and social advantage.. It is intended
to provide part-time training and( full-time
training, and both will apply to vocational
and professional subjects. To all persons
selected to participate in the seheme, tho
Commonwealth will give financial assistance
without any application of the means, test
or stipulation as to repayment. Generally,
the scheme is designed to provide for three
years' training. Where an extendled period
is required, ais in professional courses, addi-
tional financial assistance will be available
by way of free-of-interest loans.

The scheme also p~rovides that where it
trainee reaches 40 per cent. efficiency, he
may be drafted into employment, and in
such a ease he would receive full awvard
rates and the employer would he reimbursed
to the extent of the difference between his
percentage efficiency and the amount paid
him. Thus an employer engaging a man
who was only 50 per cent. efficient -would
receive by way of subsidy from the Com-
monwealth Government a sum equivalent to
50 per cent. of the award rate paid, and
the man would receive the full award wage.
In Melbourne a conference is being held of
the interested parties, and as one who had
a little to do with the training of returned
men from the 1914-18 war, and appreciated
what it meant to the Commonwealth to get
so many of those returned men back to their
trades and professions, I am looking for-
ward to this scheme being visited with some
degree of success.

Reverting to the recent Commonwealth
Referendum, just before the date of the poll
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I visited all the States except Queensland
and returned fully convinced that Queensland
was almost certain to vote "No," as it did,
and that New South Wales would vote "No,"
as it did. Many of my friends smiled
wvhen I told them of my impressions, but I
felt convinced what the result would be.
Victoria, [ thought, would be fifty-fifty, and
South Australia, I suggested, would almost
certainly vote "Yes." But for Western Aus-
tralia to have recorded the vote it did was
more than amazing, for if any part of the
Commonwealth has complained about the
unfair treatment received at the hands of
the Commonwealth, it is this State. In ad-
dressing this Chamber last session and
pointing out what, to my mind, was the un-
fnir treatment the State had received at the
hands of the Commonwealth in the matter
of the establishment and development of
our industries, I stated that for every addi-
tional employee in the industrial sphere in
Western Australia, there had been an in-
crease of 18 in South Australia, 64 in Vic-
toria, and 78 in New South Wales.

I repeat that it is amazing that this State
should have voted as it did. Fewer second-
ary industries were established and a much
smaller proportion of defence wvork was
placed in this State. Our primary indus-
tries were hit much harder than were those
of the other States. The goldmining in-
dustry has suffered. I am not complaining
or suggesting that the manpower authorities
were not right in the action they took, but
practically half of the mines are closed and
our output of gold has dropped by 50 per
cent. As one who is connected with indus-
trial affairs in this State, I studied the
figures and, as I said, was amazed at the
result. However, all I can suggest is that
the people have spoken and that now we
must leave it to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment to forget all this and assist us to re-
establish our peace-time industries as soon as
the war ends.. I hope that the Common-
wealth Government, in its wisdom, will re-
member that this State at least was favour-
able to the Commonwealth's proposals and
is therefore perhaps entitled to a little extra
consideration. There is no doubt that after
the war private enterprise will have to re-
sume its normal activities to enable it to
achieve the maximum employment capacity;
because it is to the private industries that
the bulk of the demobilised soldiers, as well

as other workers, must look for work and
economic security.

Consequently I hope that both the Com-
monwealth Government and the State Gov-
ernment, instead of entering into com-
petition with private enterprise and in-
dustry, will assist-financially if neces-
sary-to re-establish our industries and
help to get those who have left their ordin-
ary vocations in order to do war work back
into peace-time employment. The employ-
ment figures in this State are very promis-
ing. A gradual increase has taken place
even over the last 12 months. I find that
on the 30th June, 1943, the figures wert
approxinately 23,300; there has been a
steady increase since. The latest figures I was
able to obtain were for April, 1944, and the
number was 26,900. With other members,
I hope this trend will be maintained.
Certainly I. feel no doubt whatever on that
score, although the work in many establish-
ments that have been undertaking the manu-
facture of munitions is naturally falling off.
There has been some easing, and very little,
if any, overtime is being worked today in
such establishments. It is gratifying to note
that the staffs being transferred from those
industries are quickly absorbed in the peace-
time industries in which the workers were
previously employed.

A very great shortage of skilled labour
still exists and possibly will exist for a year
or two, because I visualise that this State
is in for an era of prosperity, not only in
our secondary industries but in our primary
industries also, for the next three or fou r
years at least. It will be such a prosperous
era as we have never seen before. I am
convinced that there will be a great demand
in both industries for labour and still more
labour. That is why I am more than
pleased that the Commonwealth Government
has undertaken, or is ready to undertake-f
understand the scheme is almost ready, if
not in operation-to train so many men for
the industries requiring their services. The
samer thing applies to the rural industries,
upon which I shall have a few remarks to
make at a later stage. I again stress, be-
cause there has been so much said about
Government competition, that the Common-
wealth Government, particularly' in view of
the result of the Referendum vote in this
State, should come to our assistance. I
know that many people directly and in-
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directly concerned in industry were exceed-
ingly nervous as to what might happen if
industries were nationalised or socialised,
had the Commonwealth been given all the
powers for which it asked.

The efficiency of most of the largcr in-
dustries, of tile Commonwealth is due en-
tirely to the initiative of private enterprise,
and I am one who sincerely hopes that pri-
vate enterprise will be given the opportunity
to continue its peace-time operations. One
other point we must not lose sight of, and
that is the question of costs. Prices, as we.
all know, have soared higher and higher
until today it does not matter what comn-
mnodity we might desire to purchase, the
seller almost feels insulted if asked for a
price. le says, "There it is; if you want
it, pay for it. Never mind about the price.
This has reached such a stage that to my
mind it cannot go on much longer. One
thing that industry wvit] have to wratch closely
is costs. There must be a national effort to
reduce costs. The reduction of manuifac-
turing costs can be left to our works man-
agers, foreman and the workers themselves.
]Reduction in selling costs is a matter for
the sales matnger, salesmen and advertising
men. Reduction of food costs is a matter
for the farmer and the agriculturist; whether
they will he able to reduce costs is a ques-
tion. Undoubtedly, we shall have to raise
the standard of living of at least the farm
labourers, so whether costs can he reduced
in the agricultural industry is problematical.

The other reduction I wish to refer to is
reduction of taxation. That, of course, is a
question for the Government. We are all ex-
pecting some reduction in taxation at an early
date and when the war is ended and our costs
aire not as high as they are today, I sincerely
hope the Commonwealth Government will
seriously consider this question, because a
reduction of costs will mean the -raising of
our standard of living, an increase in our
exports and a mass of people securing em-
ployment. It is, however, a matter we must
begin to think about immediately. The im-
portance of private industry in the Coin-
inonwcalth post-war industrial life cannot
be overstressed, as secondary industries will
become an even more important factor ill
the economic life of Australia thtan they
have been in the past. I visualise for the next
three or four years greater prosperity than
hbas ever been experienced, not only in our

secondary but inl our primary inuutieh
as well. Speakiag of Conimonwealth inter-
ference with business and the assistanc tli;
State may receive, I was pleased to note
that there bad been opened iii this State
quite recently, a second clothing factory. I
commend the Government for having at last
established in various larts of the Comn-
monwealtk-or assisted iii that direction,
because most of these industries are being
conducted by private enterprises-various-
factories of this kind. Recently there have
been opened in Victoria no less thtan 19 of
these factories, 17 in New South Wales, and
one each in Queensland and South Australia.
I understand that these establishments will
absorb an additional 4,000 workers, so that
they are a step in the right direction.

What I take exception to and I hopec we
are going to see very little of it, is in regard
to something I read in an Eastern State's
journal at Tow days ago. That newspaper
referred to the opening of a new factory
as being a red-letter clay in Australian in-
dustry. It was opened on the 8th July by
the Minister for Munitions (Mr. Makin),
and was a factory for the prod action of
ball-bearings. To my ]nind that is very bad
busiiess. If the Commonwealth Govern-
meat is going to develop ninny miore indus-
tries of that nature in competition with
private enterprise it will br' a sorry outlook
for Australia. I noticed that when speaking-
on the Addreqss-in-reply on the question oC
industries, Mr. McDonald n few days ago
expressed the hope that efforts would bq-
made to establish in this State industries
whose products. were now imported. Rn(
said he wouild like to see the Interstate Corn-
mission revived to review the trade and
commerce sections of the Conmmonwvealth,
Constitution and their effect upon trade be-
tween the qtates, and suggested that to nil
infant industries a tariff might also he im-
posed for this State. Whether or not thjat
can he brought about time alone can say,
but I am gl~ad that our leaders are doing
all they can to assist us in the development
of our industries.

I wish now briefly to refer to our primiary
industries. I am sorry Mr. Roehe is not
present, because I regretted to hear his
criticism of the work of the Rural Recon-
struction Commission, particularly as I had
read the two reports which have been sutb-
mitted to the Minister by the Coms;in
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In my opinion that body has set out to do
a very excellent job. So far as I can see
the Commonwvealth Government on this oc-
casion is undertaking rural reconstruction
on very sound lines.

Hon. J. Cornell: That remains to be
seen.

Hon. L, B, BOLTON: That mnay he so,
but it bus a sound nucleus in the reports
that have already been banded in.

Ron. C. W. Miles: If those reports amu
followed up.

Hon. L. B. BOL4TON: If they are carried
out there is every prospect of more farm-
ers being successful amongst our returned
soldiers. I do not wish to pit my opinion
against returned men who after the last
war went on the land. Member;, however,
know that I have a little experience of
fanning and know a little about the other
side of the story because I have for many
years dealt with farming implements and
understand some of the tragedies of put-
ting any flick, Tom or Harry on the land
Just because he happened to be a returned
soldier. Large estates were purchased at
fabulous prices, overloaded and over-eapi-
talised, and men were put on them. They
stayed there only until their credit was ex-
hausted, and then they walked off What
that has meant to this State as well as
by way of losses to the forming industry
generally, can be said to run into colossal
figures- I am worried when I hear, as I
have heard during this session, farmers'
representatives complain about the unfair
treatment of producers through lack of
help and support from the Government. It
is about time we stopped that sort of thing.

I was sorry to hear Mr. Roche say that
the Commission was entirely wrong in
making finance and supervision of para-
mount importance in the settlement of
returned men on the land. I entirely dis-
agree with the hon. member. I think that
for the man who goes on the land, whether
he knows much or little about his oper-
ations, the first essential is finance and
supervision is the next. Without finance
there will be nothing to supervise, and
without supervision and very much know-
led~ze of farming operations the question
of finance will not come into the matter for
very long. I offer the opinion that if the
conditions laid down in the reports of the
Royal Commission are carried out, rural
industries will receive an uplift, and not
the setback that some members seem to

think. I personally was very pleased with
the two reports that I read. The Com.-
monwealth Government is very fortunate
in having as Chairman of the Commission,
the Minister for Lands, Hon. F. 4. S. Wise.
That hon. gentleman is doing an excellent
job. He may not be as good a farmer as
is Mr. Roche and as axe other members
but he has good sound business proposals
which appear in these reports. I hope the
Commonwealth Government will go ahead
with the reports and that the success I
anticipate will be met with. Primary pro-
ducers today are in a bettor position than
they have been for many years. I pro-
phesy that, given reasonable seasons, they
are in for a good time for the next ten
yea rs. This may he a rash prophecy, but
I think that the farming industry through-
out the Commonwealth will be in a sound
position for the next decade.

Hon. J. Cornell: The biggest problem
wvill he the replacement of machinery.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: That is something
industry will have to look after. A great
deal of replacement will be necessary. I
do not know that that will be the biggest
problem, for I think the main problem
will be that of manpower. It is useless
for us who employ labour in the farming
industry to expect that men will come back
and work under the same conditions th at
appertained previously. 1 can speak per-
sonafly and can vouch for what I say. Some
of the men employed on farmis have for
the last three or four years, if not longer,
been earning £6, £7 or £8 a week in muni-
tion factories. They have been earning-
their money, too, and have not been get-
ting it for nothing, for they have done an
excellent job. After the war it will be
futile to expect such men to return to
farining even for half the earnings. That
means that the standard of living for the
farming industry will have to he lifted, as
it should be, and it also means that the
farmIer must be paid a reasonable price
for the commodity he produces.

Why the farming industry should have
remained in the position it has been in
ever since I had to do with it is beyond
me. I admit that -we have to compete in
the world markets, but surely we should he
able to put the industry on something like
at sound footing, or at least a better foot-
ing- than it has been on for years past.
When the industry gets into trouble, as it
does, it is always a question of running to
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the Government. The Government must
wipe off this or wipe off that. Private in-
dustry cannot dio that sort of thing. If
I am unfortunate enough in my business to
make a toss it is no use my going to the
Government and suggesting that it should
arrange with the bank to wipe off 80 or
90 per cent. of my indebtednes. There must
be an adjustment of conditions in the farm-
ing industry, and I Iioie the future will be
as bright as I anticipate. An improvement
in the manpower position may help some-
what uii that direction.

Very much more womanpower has been
utilised during the war period. The efforts
of women in almost every direction have
amazed many of us. I confess that as an
employer and one who strongly opposed the
employment of women in machinery fac-
tories where the work is heavy, I have been
staggered at the services rendered by most
of the women employed in my own fac-
tory. That state of affairs has probably
applied in other directions, otherwise in-
dustry could not have continued to employ
women, In fact, women have done a wvon-
derful job during the war, and I hope that
many of those who desire to remain in
industry wilt assist in £he manpower posi-
tion generally. A few days ago I made it
my business to interview the officers of a
Government department concerning the
flsfaneiat position of the fanning commun-
ity. I was advised by one officer that in
one group alone under his control, during
the last 12 months more mortgages had
been redeemed than had been the ease in
the previous ive years. An instance was
ituoted to me of where a man 's interest
amounting to over £1,000 was capitalised
and within 18 months the amount had been
paid in full. In support of my contention
I shall quote something that was said when
the second reading of the Industries As-
sistance Act Continuance Bill was moved
reently. The Minister for tends, when
dealing with the matter said-

With one or two amendments the Act since
then-

He was referring& to the original introduc-
tion of the legislation in 1915-
-ad been introduced annually in Parlia-
ment. In 1934 the advances to farmers bad
Flo diminished that it appeared as if the Act's
continuance would not be necessary. Fortu-
nately, however, it was carried on. Last year
the number of accounts operating was 672.
This year the number was 412. For the year
ended June 30, 1943, the amount advanced "as

£56,430 and the amount collected exceeded
£150,000. To June 30 this year, £24,000 was
advanced, repayments exceeding £58,000. Total
advances since the Act came into operation
were £1l,820,000. Tile uncollectable sunm writ-
ten off as bad debts for that period was
£.100,862. The amiount in principal and inter-
est still outstanding was £44,479.

To my mind that discloses a wonderful
position. On the figures given there it
seems to me that the amount outstanding
will he repaid within the next two years.

Hon. X. S. W. Paiker: What were you
reading fromI

flon. L. B, BOLTON: From a report
which appeared in "'The West Australian"
of the 6th September last. The results
disclosed are very gratifying indeed. An-
other point regarding primary industry to
which I shall refer concerns the emiploy-
iiieiit of aborigines. I read with interest-
perhaps I should say with disgust-that
in the Arbitration Court in New South

Wlsa fewv days ago the secretary of the
A.C.T.V. complained very bitterly because
in issuing an award dealing with shearers
the court had not provided for equal pay
f or aborigines. I1 appreciate that the-
native question is a very big one and had
I more time to go into the matter I would
have liked to comment at some length on
the situnation, Those of us who are engaged
in farming operations knowv that during
the past two or three years we have had in
many instances to rely to a large extent
on the aborigines. for labour about the
properties. That form of labour is the
only one available in many districts parti-
cularly along the Midland line.

From what I know and have seen fana-
ers have certainly not exploited aboriginal
labour. As much as Z4 a week has been
paid to aborigines who are useful on the
farmns. To suggest, howevqr, that they
should receive payment equal to that made
available to white labour is absolutely ridi-
culous. While I admit it has been niees-
sary to use aborigine labour in Western
Australia there is one great difficulty. ITp
to the time when the natives were under'
the control of the military authorities they
pr-oved very useful. Control was exercised
over them and they had to stay on the
farm and on the ,job, not being permitted
to leave without approval. tinder those-
circuimstances the natives proved useful.
.Now that those conditions have been re-
laxed and the natives can wander back to
their settlements at will, the position is
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very unsatisfactory. I would like to say
quite a lot about it for I am very worried
about the position. I notice that the Gov-
ernment has agreed to a religious body
taking control of a number of natives in
the Great Southern and I sincerely hope
that the outcome will prove far more satis-
factory than has been our experience with
native settlements elsewhere in the State.

J desire next to refer briefly to a subject
that has been prominently before the public
during the last few days-the abolition or
reform of the Legislative Council. At the
outset I admit my views respecting reform
may be entirely opposed by some members
in certain directions. But I certainly do
not desire a measure of reform along the
lines the comments of some members of
Parliament have suggested. I shall quote
snme remarks I mnade in my maiden speech
in this Chamber over 12 years ao.0 As I
say, sonic members ivill not agree with
some of the views I then expressed lint I
still maintain that for the government and
control of approximately 470,000 peopile, n
Parliament with two branches of the L.egis-
lature comprising 80 members in all is far
too much.' In moving the adoption of the
Adress-in-reply in August, 1932, I said in
the course of my remarks-

There are directions in which the GovernL.
meat can -and should further reduce the public
expenditure. I am a, little disappointed to
find that there is no suggestion of this in the
Governor's Speech by way of reducing the
number of members in both Houses of Parlia-
mient. T have advocated this reduction for
ninny years and 1 am still of the opinion that
two representatives, instead of three, for each
province, making a total of 20 members in lieu
of 30 for this Chamber, and a reduction from
50 memibers to 35 in the Legislative Assembly,
would yet give the people ample representation
in our legislative halls. Indeed, I would go
even further and support the suspension of
Parliament for a term of five or seven years,
as I am convinced that better results would
be obtained if a Commission of, say six mem-
bers were appointed to control the affairs of
State in the interest of the State, and the
State only, and not of any political party.

Hon. J7. Cornell: Who would appoint the
Commission I

Hon. W. J7. Mann: At any rate, 'Mr. Bol-
ton was very young then.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: I admit I 'was
young in polities at the time. I eon tinned-

It would, naturally be necessary for us to
secure the very best brains available, men who
have made a success of their own affairs and
would be paid salaries in keeping with the

high and honourable positions of trust which
they would hold. This step would also haver
the effect of removing our public utilities fromn
political control or interference, thus giving-
the management a much freer band in the
conduct of those utilities, In return the State
could demand and expect more efficient
management.

Those were my views 12 years ago, and that
is largely wvhat I believe in, today. If mein-
bers were to analyse the figures, as I have,
they will become convinced that seine altera-
tion in the present conditions is needed. 1.
am certainly aware of the necessity of mnak-
ing alterations, but not along the hues tg-
gested by may Labour friends who are verv
keen on abolishing the Legislative Counril
altog-ether. The reform I suggest is rather
in the direction of a reduction in the n~iui-
her of members of both Houses. The Si-4eeih
with which His Etxcellency opened Parlia-
ment this session indicated the intention of
the Government to amend the franchise for
this Chamber. Already the Government ha;.
moved in that direction and the legislation
is before another place. For the time being
I am not so much concerned about that-i
shall have something to say wvhen the legis-
lation is before this Chamber-but I am"
certain in my own mind that there iS no0
need for three representatives for each pro-
vince in this Chamber.

In my opinion, two representatives for
each province would be ample. That would
reduce the membership of this House to
twenty--.qnite sufficient, in my opinion, to
review and cheek any hasty legislation that
might be introduced in another place. Then
again, the boundaries of the provinces and
also the enrolments. urgently need atten-
tion. At present we have the extraordinary'
anomaly of three representatives for a mire
handful of 729 electors. While I admit that
the North is deserving of quite a lot of con-
sideration, even those figares should he re-
considered. A still greater anomaly exists
in connection with the city and suburban
representation. The province T have the
honour to represent, in conjunction with
Sir Hal Colehatch and Dr. Hislop, contains
5,692 electors, while the adjoining province,
the Mfetropolitan-Suburban, has no fewer
than 27,692 electors.

Hon. .- Cornell: Both enrolments could
he stepped up more than 100 per cent. if
the rolls were dealt with.

Hon. L. B3. BOLTON: That may be so,
but it appears to me that the only individual
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who attempts to step up the enrolments is
the man who seeks re-election to this
Chamber. It is the member who seeks re-
-election that seems to do the work of the
Eleetoral Department. In the South-East
Province there are 7,033 electors, in the West
Province, 8,859 electors, and in the South-
W~est Province, 7,024 electors. To my mind,
the position regarding those three provinces
is satisfactory. In order to increase the
number for the North Province, an adjust-
nment could be made by including some part
of the Central Province and adding part of
the East Province, which has 0,357 electors,
and has the next largest enrolment to that
of the Metropolitan-Suburban Province, to
the Central Province, which has 4,960
electors.

Any adjustment required could he made
by adding some outer suburban voters to the
Tolls for the East Province and, to even up
the city representation, an adjustment with
the Metropolitan, Metropolitan-Suburhan
and West Provinces could take place. This
would leave the two distant provinces, North
and South, with many fewer voters than
the other eight provinces. Perhaps there,
may be something in the suggestion of Mr.
Miles, made in the excellent speech he de-
livered yesterday, that if we handed over
the North of this State to the Common-
wealth we could overcome that anomaly.
W~ith readjustment on those lines, and with
two representatives for each province, this
Chamber would continue the useful service
it has always rendered, acting as a watch-
dog over all legislation. I would like here
to say that in my opinion it was this Cham-
ber 's attitude, together with the firm stand
taken by the Legislative Council of Tas-
mania, on the Referendum Powers Bill,
that forced the Commonwealth Government
to take the Referendum as it did. I claim
for this Chamber that credit, which I am
willing to share with Tasmania's Legisla-
tive Council.

Hon. J. Cornell: And South Australia
also.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON: South Australia
might he included, but it was not so help-
fiul as either Western Australia or Tas-
mania. In my opinion, reform is also ur-
gently needed in the Legislative Assembly.
I would reduce the numbers there to 35,
making a total of 55 legislators, as against
the present total of 80. As I said pre-
viously, the whole Parliamentary system re-

quires overhaul. Whether the overhauling
should be done now or should wait until
the wvar is over and our men have returned
and settled down again, is a question to be
decided, But reform is undoubtedly long
overdue. I have not gone very carefully
into the enrolints in the various Assem-
bly electorates, hut would point out that
here again the northern seats are repre-
sented by four members, th e voting strength
being 2,843, or an average of 710 per seat.
Three other seats have less than 3,000
voters, while 13 have under 4,000, eight
under 5,000, and four under 6,000. Between
this figure and under 10,000 there are 14
members, while the remaining seats have
over 10,000 electors each. Of these seats
Nedlands with 13,433. voters, Canning with
13,151, Mt. Hawthorn withi 12,395 and
Middle Swan with 10,351 head the list.
Again I would remark that it might be
wise to hand over the North in some direc-
tion; I will not mention which; I leave that
to members to guess.

The figures I have quoted prove that some
review of the whole Parliamentary p)osi-
tion is long overdue, Perhaps they could
be cited as making a good case for propor-
tional representation. I have always been
aL firm supporter of proportional represen-
tation. I believe, and always have believed,
that it is wvrong for any section of the
community to have the whole of the repre-
sentation in its hands, or in the hands of
one party. I hold that every section is
entitled to somewhere near equal represen-
tation, In my opinion proportional repre-
sentation on those lines would make for
good government and good opposition. Cer-
tainly we could be sure of having good,
sound opposition. Then, if the whole par-
lianmentary system is to he investigated,
what is wrong with giving elective minis-
tries a trial? We would he sure, under it,
of getting the best men for the positions;
and if ever we wanted the best brains to
control affairs in the Commonwealth and
in the States, it is today! Undoubtedly we
hear every day that we are sure to win the
war hut what is going to happen after the
peace?

Hon. J1. Cornell: The hon. member has
forgotten ''Referendum and Recall."

Hon. L. B. BOLT ON: Any Government
in power is going to have a very worrying
time for the next few months. If the Gov-
ernment of this State is sincere in its ex-
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pressed desire for improvement in the Par-
liamentary position, or alterations in the
Legislative Council or the Legislative
Assembly, it can find the necessary powver
in the Electoral Districts Act, lpassed in
1023, Section 10 of which reads-

(1.) The State may be wholly or partially
rc-divided into Electoral Districts by the Corn-
m~issioaers in manner heroinbefore provided
whenever directed by the Governor by proc-
lamation.

(2) Such proclamation shall be issued-
(a) On a resolution being passed by

the Legislative Assembly in that
behalf; or

(b) If in the report by the Chief Ellec-
toaln Officer to the Minister to
whom the administration of the
Electoral Act, 1907, is for the
time being committed, as to the
state of the rolls made up for
any triennial election it appears
that the enrolment in not less
than five Electoral Districts falls
short of or exceeds by twenty per
celitumn the quota as ascertained
for such disticts under this Act.

Under that section, if the Government is
sincere, it has the power necessary for mak-
ing reforms. I suggest that the position
be looked into, and I would definitely
favour a Select Committee to go into the
whole subject. It could at the same time
look into the question of the powers of the
Legislative Council. At times there are
complaints that the Legislative Council has
too much power to veto legislation brought
up from another place. That matter also
could be looked into by the Select Commit-
tee. From some Press comments I have
noticed that members of the Legislative
Council will be expected to declare whether
they are still in favour of the franchise as
at present. That is particularly as regards
the property qualification and plural vot-
ing. I want very definitely to say that I
believe in the property qualification and
plural voting, and that I intend to continue
to believe in them, for the reason that I
have yet to be convinced that any person
practically without a stake in the country,
a person who pays a paltry 7s. per wveek for
the rent of a room or a cottage, is entitled
to as much say or consideration in the
affairs of the State as is a man who is pre-
pared to devote his life to building up an
industry, a farm, a business, or a profes-
sional practice. I am still strongly in
favour of the property qualification and
plural voting for the Legislative Council. I

have much pleasure in supporting the
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply.

HON. IF. R. WELSH (North): I was
very glad indeed last night to hear Mr.
Miles's remarks concernin th orh

WVest. There axe many problems 'con-
frontirg the North-West, and I think the
biggest; of those problems is the astonish-
ing lack of knowledge of the potentialities
of the North-West and of the conditions
under which the people there live. We of
the North appear to have drifted brack to
the position of 30 years ago. Indeed, ton-
ditions then were infinitely better than
those prevailing at the present time. Of
course we cannot expect too much while
the war is on. I do not think any of the
people in the North will disagree with that
statement. If there is any man who knowvs
that a war is on, it is the man outback. In
His Excellency's Speech mention is made
of strategic minerals produced in the North
the continued production of which will
materially help in the development of that
part of the State. In passing let me say that
these muinerals were produced by private en-
terprise ninny years before the wvar, and
that although the Government has taken somec
of them over and spent quite a considerable
sum of money on surface equipment, and
again although miners have been sent up,
I doubt very much whether production has
been increased to any extent. Those little
points are forgotten because people do not
realise them.

(loldruining is on a good footing, lparticu-
larly in Marble Bar, and after the wva,
when manpower is available, there will be
quite an increase in the production of gold
there. A question I wish to take up is
that of pastoral losses. At present pas-
toralipts arc going through a very trying
time, as compared with the conditions or
years ago. We are always up against sea-
sons, and, of course, no Government can
give us favourable seasons. At the present
time, 'iowever. owing to dry times entailing
huge stock losses which are reflected in
the smaller clips coming forward, postor-
alists aire also, troubled by the influx of
dinries and foxes. Owing to the shortage
of labour and] the impossible position re-
garrling strychninc, it is beyond the powver
of somec of the smaller stations, and rlso
of some larace stations, to cope wvith the
dingo pest by poisoning. Some thought
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should be given to these things. I under- erable inconvenience and expense by not
stand that the State Government, through
the Agricultural Department, has put out
trappers in some northern districts, and
those trappers no doubt wvill do much
good. Bitt the department is unable to
furnish adequate supplies of poison. The
Chief Secretary has expressed the belief
that supplies will be available at the end
of the year, but in the meantime the din-
goes are eating tile sheep and we cannot
cope with the pest. I believe, however,
that supplies of poison are now coming
forward.

As regards strychnine and other poisons
,essential to a major industry, I bold that
such lines should be given No. 1 prior-
ity. I have information that supplies were
available in Victoria last year. Why could
not they have been available in our North-
West? I wish also to mention that horse-
shoes have been in very short supply up
there. Men cannot get their horses shod.
As regards poisoning dogs, the position
seems pretty hopeless. Now I turn to the
question of. transport. We have two State
ships, which are doing an excellent job, hut
we were better served when we had the
"Kvbra." I do not understand why' the
Admiralty, which took over the ''Kybra"
has not released this ship, because the war
situation is much easier and the vessel does
not seem to be wanted in the Eastern
States at present. We could do with it
here. The Army has taken up quite a lot
of the space on the boats travelling to the
North and we have no cargo space. That
could easily be remedied if we could have
the "Kba returned to us.

The State Shipping Service would do us
a good turn if it could get the "Kybra"
back to Western Australia. The State
boats are doing fine work, but are ham-
pered by lack of facilities to transport
our commodities. All our wool is being
brought down as quickly as possible, but a
lot of the clips are missing the sales down
bere. People are paying interest on over-
drafts and are not getting their wool ap-
praised. All these things might well be
considered. The whole of the North is
slipping to a certain extent with regard to
transport. We have a very good plane ser-
vice, but it has been quite incapable at
certain times of the year of catering for
the travelling public Residents of the
North have come south for health or busi-
ness reasons, and have been put to consid-

being able to return when they desired
to do so, because the planes have been
booked right out. There is only one boat
with accommodation and that provides for
only 12 passengers. Consequently people
have come to rely on the planes. Travel-
ling overland is out of the question.

Some of our roads in the North are roads
in mne only. A lot of money has been
spent on them at different times, but mili-
tory trucks have cut them to pieces. I
said last year that, in view of the way in
which the Army was using the roads, it
ought to take control of them- The Army
has the manpower and the money for that
sort of thing. Road boards in the North
cannot find funds to keep such roads in:.
repair. I think a lot of good could ba
dlone for the North-West if money were
made available by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, which has practically ruined the
roads. I do not think it is possible to find
one decent mad in the North. When I saw
up there in December, to get along some
of the roads by car was a nightmare. This
question should be taken into consideration
by the State Government and the Com.
monwealth shoulo bye asked to find money
to repair tW4 damage done.

I was agreeably surprised to hear refer-
ences by Mr. Miles to schemes for the de.
velopment of the North, bat I think the OrI
River scheme is too big an undertaking for
Western Australia. It should be handed
over to the Commonwealth. The Common-
wealth should develop all the country in the
Northern Territory which includes Barkley
Tableland, one of the finest pastoral area-
in Australia. But f do not agree that the
Commonwealth Government should have all
the land north of the 26th parallel. I doubt
whether any Government would he entitled
to give it away. It would be a defeatist
policy to offer to give it away. The Gov-
ernment could do much to develop this coun-
try north to Broome, Derby and Wyndham,
where men have been putting up with quite
a lot of inconvenience that could be over-
come if a little sympathy were shown by the
authorities.

There is scope for the development of the
fishing industry along the coast mentioned
by Mr. Miles. The sea is teeming with fish
of all descriptions and with Commonwealth
assistance a large industry could be de-
veloped after the wvar. There is enough fish
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in Western Australia to feed the whole of
Australia, let alone what could be secured
in the Eastern States. To give away that
part of the State would be to give away the
Wyndham Meat Works. 1 doubt whether
the Government would be prepared to do
that. Mr. Mliles compared the South-West
with the North, hut the eases arc not
parallel. Ini a recent trip to the South-West
I was struck hy its inimense possibilities.
There is a good annual rainfall in that areat
and, with pastures laid down, there would
be a big future for that country. I would
not like to say that too much money has
been spent in the South-West, but I do
assert thiv too little has been spent in the
North-West. A number of difficulties faciug
those in the North-West could be obviated
if the Government would only take a long
v'iew*.

People in the North are isolated to a tre-
mendous extent and folk down south do
uiot realise what has to be endured up there.
Residents of the North bare been long-

sfeigand do not complain as they should
-do. Mr. Garnish mentioned the need for a
-rater scheme. Onslow and Port Hedland
have two of the worst schemes in the world.
Some years ego the State Government be-
gan to put in a scheme at Port Hedland. A
site 19 miles out, where there was a pool
with an almost inexhaustible supply, -was
inspected and, being tested, the water was
found to be satisfactory. A pipe line was
surveyed to Port Hedland. At that point
the matter was pigeon-holed, like many
others connected with the North-West. Hadl
that scheme been completed, it would ha;e
made a wonderful difference to that part of
the 'West. The state of affairs existing there
is scandalous and imo other country would
tolerate the absence of a water scheme in
such an area. Quite a lot more could be said
about the development of the North hut I
will conclude by referring to the fact that
the pastoral industry is one of the major
industries in this State. Further considera-
tion should be given to fostering that indus-
try and other industries in the North. I
l-ope that something will he done in the
future to ensure that there is no lack of
supply of essential commodities for that
industry.

THE HONORARY BUNISTER: I am
sorry that Mr. Miles, in his interesting

speech. made a great mistake in picking on
the Collie miners.

Hon. U. W. 'Miles: I did not pick on them,
but on the mining industry,

The HONORARY MINISTER: The lion.
mnember particularly mentioned the Collie
miners.

Eon. G-. W. Miles: I did nothing of the
sort.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
Collie miners have a, wonderful record. I
understood the bon. member to give them
the cane, as well as the other miners.

Hon. G. WV. Miles: No. I -referred to ab-
senteeism.

The HONORARY MINISTER: They
have puit up a wonderful record and if
miners elsewhere had followed their ex-
ample much more coal would be available.
It mus11t be remembered that we have men
working in the mines who are from 60 to
'70 years of age and that would account for
a goodl deal of absenteeism. I admire Mr.
Miles for the way he Preaches the need of
developing the North-West and I think the
time has come when we should realise that
the North and North- West must be peopled.
To be convinced of that, we have only to
listen to the remarks of visitors who come
here-fighting men and public men and
womn-and who emuphasise that we cannot
continue to hold Australia unless we popu-
late it.. I agree that the North and North-
W~est constitute a danger spot and agree
with every word Mr. Miles said in that re-
gard. In future we must have an open
mind on this matter and be prepared to
strike new ground in developing that coun-
try. There is much to be done.

Public men and women from the Old
Country have more than once expressed
the opinion that not too many people will
be available to come from England as
migrants and I think we will have a terrific
lob properly to launch a scheme of land
settlement. Judging from past experience
some difficulty will be encountered in get-
ting our own people to undertake settle-
ment in the North under any scheme the
State or the Commonwealth Government
may devise. It will take us all our time
to persuade men from the Services to take
up land in any part of the State. The big
thing is to have an open mind in regard
to the development of the North-West and
to be prepared to listen to reasonable sug-
gestions for its development. I heard with
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great interest the remarks of Dr. Hislop
when he gave his very detailed account of
the condition of the Bunbury Hospital. As
one who has been connected with hospitals
as a layman, for many years-and who has
had a great deal of experience of
hospitals. I think the trouble today is
not so much lack of money as a serious
shortage of manpower. Wherever one goes
one finds that a tremendous amount of work
has to be done to bring not only hospitals,
hut also public buildings, factories and
schools up to normal. The Chief Secretary
wvill be able to give a very good answer to
the ease made out by Dr. Hislop. I rose
particularly to refer to the interesting in-
formation the hon. member gave with re-
gard to the mortality rate and the welfare
of children generally. He gave Rome in-
teresting facts with regard to the value of
the work of the Infant Health Association
in this State, and the infant health centres
scattered throughout the State. The con-
tinuous survey of the Government Statis-
tician 's department is a reliable barometer
in this regard. These returns are very en-
couraging to those who take a lively inter-
est in this important subject.

The infant health movement in this State
has never been more vigorous, more am-
bitious, and more anxious to increase its
efficiency and usefulness than it is at pre-
sent. Thiere are 33 committees operating
throughout the State, all affiliated with the
parent body. Also, 104 clinics and sub-
clinics are in operation, and for the year
ended the 30th June last, 13,056 individual
babies with their mothers attended the
clinics. There were 137,280 attendanees of
babies and the number of consultations
totalled 153,900. Effective visits to house-
holds made by the nursing sisters totalled
76,582. We have a comprehensive conres-
pondenee lessons scheme which operates
from headquarters in Stirling-street. The
sister there is occupied in dealing with the
mothers of the outback -who have not the
opportunity to attend an infant health
nursing centre.

There is highly commendable activity by
many committees which do not as yet own
their own centre buildings. Of the commit-
tees 17 are busily engaged raising money
for building funds and as soon as possihle
after the war restrictions arc lifted a build-
ing programme for 17 new modern clinics
'will be commenced in the metropolitan area

and country districts. The Bassendean
Road Board and the local infant health
committee are preparing to build. East k're-
miantle, MNelville, Arinadale, Ks laniunda,
Mundaring, East Scarborough, Bieverley,
Dowerin and Merredin centres are till en-
gaged in building preparations. There are
at present 22 centre buildings;, including
the headquarters at Stirling-street. Perth,
which are owned by the committees and
the association at a cost of over 916,001), all
clear of dcht.

It is very encouraging to see the increas-
ing interest that the miedical profession is
taking in this movement, particularly in
the country districts. It is not uncommion
to fiad the local doctor ain active member
and sometimes chairman of the local infant
health committee. I ami hoping to see a
development bringing about closer co-ope-
ration between the doctor and the infant
health sister, particularly with regard to
more efficient ante-natal supervision of the
mother. The latter appears to mit, as a
layman, to be the weak link which must he
strengthened to deal with what, I think, is
the appalling loss of infant life one month
and under, which was mentioned particu-
larly by Dr. Hislop. I will speak of thist
later. Particularly 'Mandurab, Pinjarrn.
Bridgetown, Manjimup and Pemberton in
the South-West are showing intense inter-
est with very live representative commnit-
tees, each of which has its plans for iod-4
era clinics well advanced and is ready to
commence building operations when Imer-.
mission is granted.

In the metropolitan area also building
activity by committees is very commend-
able. The FreMantle City Council has Ml-
-ready purchased a central site and is, pre-
paring plans for the erection of a com-
munity building which will house a miod-
ern infaut health clinic, a deutal clinic, an
immuilisation clinic and a lecture room, a tid
wvill cost approximately from C5,000 to
£6,000. In this regard the Fremantle. City
Council has set a splendid example to kin-
dred local authorities in Western Aust;ra-
lia. In this great building activity the Lot-
teries Commission has rendered generous
assistance. The personal interest taken in
this work by the chfairman of the Lotteries
Commission (M1r. J. J. Kenneally) is keenly
appreciated by our members.

Professional men and women are takintr
a prominent part in this campaign. They
include the honorary architects to the asso-
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ciation-M1iss Allen, of the firm of William
Bennett and Co., as Mr. Bennett is on ac-
tive service, the Principal Architect, Mr.
Clare, Mr. W. H. Robertson, honorary
architect, and the Town Planning Conimis-
sioner, Mr. Davidson. Mr. Davidson had
rendered valuable assistance and ii alwayd
prepared to attend the different mceting4
at the country centres and, when earryintd
out his ordinary inspection duties, he does,
if possible, mieet the local people nod give
them the brenefit of his expert advice.

I have received from Air. H. J. Little, the
acting Government Statistician, the latest
figures available with regard to the infant
mortality rate per 1,0)00 live births for the
several States, and Australia as a *whole,
together with the latest information avail-
able from other countries. This makes in-
teresting reading and comparison. The fo]-
lowing are the mortality figures per 1,000
supplied by Mr. Little:-

WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
Metro- Whole

Under One Moth- pue.Cuty &s

Year ended 31-32-42 ... 20-30 21-01 20-70

Under One Year-
Year ended 31-12-42 .. 37-52 30-22 80-86
Year ended 31-12-43 .,. 2066 38-22 32-63
Sixnmonth% ended 30-6-44 30-81 3832 31-96

AUSTRALIA.
Under -UnderOnUBYen-.

One Nonth.
1942. 1942. 1943.

New South Wales ... 25,49 40-17 35-99
Victoria..................27-75 41-67 36.76
Queensland 25-32 34-73 37-83
South Australia............20-39 39-72 36.67
Western Australia 20-70 36-86 32603
Tasmania.................28-28 42-41 40-50
Northern Territory ... 21-74 43-48 75-00
Australian Capital Teritory 7-65 22006 18862

Australia............25835 39-49 36-19

I do not include-and I think Dr. Hislop
agrees with me here-the figures for the
Australian Capital Territory in my comn-
ptarison. They would give a false impres-
sion because that Territory shows the low-
est mortality rate in the world, namely,
7.65 in the case of infants under one month.
That was the rate in 1942. In the case
of infants under one year it was, for the
samne year, 22.96, and 18.62 for 1943. Be-
cause the Australian Capital Territory is
so small it would not be fair even to boast
shout those figures. For the purposes of
eomparison I have eliminated them alto-
gether. The rates for New Zealand and for
England for 1943 for children under one
year are 48.46 and 31.37 respectively. If
we compare these with the Western Aus-
tralian rates we find that in 1943 there is
a difference of only 1.26 per 1,000. New

Zealand is looked up)on as a pioneer in the
movement and it has aIlways been at the
top in reg-ard to infant health mortality. If
we compare our figures for the six months
ended the 30th Jun(- of this year, with the
latest New Zealand figures, the difference
is only .59. Although later New Zealand
figures may he even better, for W'estern
Australia in wartime to produce a record
like that is a marvellous tribute to the
medical 'profession, the members of wvhich
are overworked because of the hundreds
of doctors wlo are away with the Services.
In addition, the nurses and those associated
with the infant health movement are also
overworked. For the purpose of compari-
sont I would like to give members the mor-3
tality rates in other parts of the world.
Later figrures than those given for other
oversen countries in the Commonwealth
Year Book are shown as follows:-

Country.
England and wales
Scotland.......
Northern Ireland
New Zealand

Netherlands .. ..
Sweden
Switz..rland .. .
United SUM1es of America

South Afirica (Europeans)
Denmark ..... ...
Germany......... ....
Canada .. .. ..

France .. .. ..
Eire ... .. ..
Finland .. .. ..
Belgium.......... ....

1040. 1Q41.
55 58
78 83
86 77
37 40

39
39
46
47

50
.50
03
56

91
66
88
85

103
109
126

'134

162
149

-180

Italy
Spain
Portugal ..
Hungar

Egypt
Ceyion
Rumania

43
37
41
45

52
55
63
60
73
73

84

116
143
151

-117

129
-160

*Approximate figures.The League of Nations Statistical Year Book, from
which them rates were obtained, warns that some mly
be toc high because of Incomnplete registration of birh.

With the object of trying to measure the
value of infant health clinics and sisters to
mothers and their babies I have, with the
valueC. assistance of the Registrar General
anti his officers, conducted an investigation
into the deaths of infants, including still-
born children, over a period of 25 weeksi
commencing on the 26th February of this
year to the 18th August. The deaths em-
braced in this investigation occurred in the
metropolitan district, including Midland
Junction, Perth and Fremantle. Every week
the death notices were sent to us and in-
quiries were made from the sisters as to the
attendances of the mothers at the clinics.
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The total deaths 'vote 116. Of these 68
were one month old and under, of whom
20 were stillborn. Somic 43 of these babies
with their mothers could have attended the
clinics. Our investigation shows that of
the 43 babies who died where clinics were
available in :the metropolitan 'area only
seven haed mothers who regularly attended
the clinics, or 16.2 per cent. In the case
of 14 deaths the mothers attended irre-
gularly or 32.6 per cent., and 22 of the
deaths, or, 51 .1 per cent., occurred where
the mothers had not registered an attend-
ance at the clinics. The mortality in this
inquiry of 68 babies who dlied at the age
of 1 month and under in a total of 116
deaths of babies tinder two years, which is
58.6 per cent., points unmistakably to the
necessity for iflcreasing the efficiency of
the ante-natal service to mothers.

Sitting suspended froi, 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The HONORARY 'MINISTER: To in-
crease the efficienicy of ante-natal treatment
is impossible during war time owing to thQ
.shortage of doctors and nurses, hut in my
opinion this grave loss should command the
attention of all State Glovernments; and the
Commonwealth Government. We cannot af-
ford this loss, and the organisation to deal
wvith it should form an important part of the
post-wvar programme. This is a striking illus-
tration of the value to mothers and their
babies of the infant health nursing service and
is an effective itnswer to those who critieise the
service and decry its value. During the war
period and the amute housing shortage many
voting wives of servicemen have been com-
pelled to live with their mothers or mothers-
in-law. The infant health sisters have re-
ported, especially in some parts of the
country districts, great difficulty in persuad-
ing such mothers to attend the clinic regu-
larly, due to the influence of their conserva-
tive mothers and mothers-in-law, who, in
their days of motherhood, had not the ad-
vantage of such a service. This may be a
contributory cause of the higher mortality
rate in the country than in the metropolis.

I thought this a good opportunity to give
an account of the work of the infant health
movement. My opinion is that, whatever
the State Government or the Common-
wealth may do--and I hope each will do a
lot-there is necessity for closer co-opera-
tion between doctors and these nurses, and
I hope to see the day when infant health

nurses will work under the local doctors,
particularly in the country, so that the pre-
sent lack of supervision may he remedied
and the movement may take its proper
place under the guidance of the doctors. I
support the motion.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY: My first de-
sire is to thank members for their expres-
sions of goodwill on my re-election to this
House, and I also join with my colleagues
in congratulating other menihers on their
successful return. We are still at war, but
the improvement in the position is very
pleasing to all of us. Recently momentous
events have taken place in Europe and the
Pacific. Iii Europe there has been a re-
inarkable transformation. Events there are
moving faster than at one time appeared
possible, and it now seems certain that the
ascendancy of the Allies will bring this
struggle to all earlier finality than we badl
dared to anticipate. In reviewing recent
events, one can only take pride in tie
achievemenits of our Forces and the states-
inanship that gives direction, inspiration
and encouragement in the amazing dramna
that is unfolding before the world today.

The early speakers to the motion c-on-
fined their remarks almost wholly to Ihe
Referendum. This question has now been
settled, and I do not propose to deal with
the remarks of members in that connection.
All I will say is that after analysing sonic
of the speeches, they appear to me to be
very illogical and not in accord with the
attitude adopted by some of those muembers
(luring the campaign. As usual members
touched upon a multiplicity of subjects atndr
will not expect me to reply to every point
that has been raised. I propose to follow
the procedure I have adopted ever since I
have occupied this position by referring to
many of the more important matters thiat
have been mentioned. The first subject is
that of finance.

The finances of the State have not bieeni
dealt with to any great extent during the
debate. Members mentioning the matter,
however, have referred to the fact tbat a
surplus of £38,021 was shown on last year's
operations, but have not been very en-
thusiastic over the Government's achtieve-
ments. Mr. Baxter, for instance, said that
it wvas nothing for the Government to gloat
over, and it has even been suggested that
the surplus has been obtained because rea-
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sonable provision has not been made for
maintenance of public buildings and rail-
ways, etc. The Government does not wish
to gloat over the fact, but surely it is en-
titled to take full credit for having achieved
its fourth successive surplus. This is an
achievement the like of which has never
before been recorded in the history of the
State, and is strictly in accord with the
undertaking given by the State Govern-
nment to the Commonwealth that it would
make every effort to balance the Budget,
jparticularly during the war years. Conse-
quently I say that although the surplus
last year was small, the fact that it was
the fourth successive surplus is something
for which the Government is entitled to
credit.

As to belated maintenance-a matter re-
ferred to by Mr. Dimmitt-provision was
made in the expenditure from Consolidated
Revenue for last year, both in regard to
the railways and to public buildings. The
following amounts have been allocated:-

-Railways
Public Buildings
Country Water

Supply

Total

1942/43 1943/44 Total
9. f. C

120,000 50,000 170,000
100,000 50,000 150,000

6,000

226,000 100,000

6,000

326,000

Provision has also been made for the re-
placement of rollingstock to the extent of
£:144,759. This represents an amount re-
ceived by the State for the purchase of
rollingstock by the Commonwealth. These
figures show that a total of nearly half a
million has been allocated for the purposes
mentioned.

Regarding the point made by Mr. Seddon
when dealing with the Supply Bill rela-
tive to the application of the surplus
towards a reduction of our indebtedness,
it can be stated that the amount will be
applied towards the reduction of the float-
ing debt. It is true that the reduction of
this debt means only a small saving to
revenue because the interest rate is low,
hut it should not he forgotten that the
floating debt represents a short term debt
in the nature of an advance to be repaid
as soon as posisible. Mr. Seddon also ex-
pressed concern about the growing expen-
diture on salaries and wages, and thinks
that, in view of the fact that our man-
power has been considerably reduced, we

should expect to find a corresponding re-
duction in departmental salaries and
wages.

The fact is that prior to the financial
year just closed, the services had been re-
duced to a minimum. In the ordinary
Government departments, the places of
many male clerks have been taken by fe-
males. In the Public Utilities there has
not been the same reduction in numbers
of employees, and where additional reve-
nue has; been earned, it has been necessary
to incur additional expenditure to earn the
revenue. This is particularly true of the
IRailways Department. The revenue earned
by the Railways is very high and has been
exceeded on one occasion only, namely, in
1042-43, when an amount of £4,446,370 was
received. The cause of the slight reduc-
tion to £4,419,766 for the year just ended
-a difference of £26,604-has been in the
falling-off in the amount of traffic carried
on hehalf of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.

Dealing wvith secondary industries in this
State, Mr. Baxter expressed depressing and
pessimistic views in regard to their develop-
ment. Fortunately for the State, tlhese
views arc not shared by leading manufac-
turers, either here or in the Eastern States,
who have frequently expressed gratification
at what they describe as the genuine effort
being made by the State Government to
expand existing industries and establish
new ones. Apparently Mr. Baxter has not
shown sufficient interest in the State's
development to acquaint himself with the
pro~rcs-s that has taken place in regard to
the local production of such items as lin-
seed oil, plywood, canned fish, canned meat,
canned vegetables, hops, salt, paints, sul-
phur, implemeat handles, paper, clothing,
knitted goods, felinongery, special leathers,
ininrals, machine tools, wooder ships and
many engineering products which have
made a direct contribution to the war ef-
f ort.

These developments have been made pos-
sible by Government assistance rendered
through the Department of Industrial De-
velopment, with the co-operation of other
Government departments. I feel I can ex-
press the opinion that in most cases these
are permanent additions to our secondary
industries. The Government realises that
before any great expansion of secondary in-
dustrial development can take place, one or
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more large basic industries must be estab-
lished; and with this end in view it has
concentrated on the development of the
chemical industry at Chandler and the char-
coal iron industry at Wundowie.

In regard to the former, Air. Baxter re-
ferred to the part played by the Mlartin
brothers in the working of the deposits. Full
credit must he given to the Martin broth-
ers for the initiative and energy shown by
them in the preliminary development of
the project; but the uiltimate success of thle
industry will be due to the technical know-
ledge and research now being applied by
Glovernment officers to the many problems
associated with the development of a new
process. Private enterprise failed to pro-
vide the mioney required to develop the in-
dustry, and it was therefore necessary for
the Government to step in and provide the
capital - Without this Government support
there is no dou-bt that the present stage of
development would not have been reached
for many years, and Western Australia 's
agrieulturists would at the present time he
suffering from a considerably reduced
suipply of potash.

While nn this subject I wvould refer to
the reinarks made by Mr. Seddon when eni-
ftising the present production and produc-
tion costs, of potash, He referred to fig-
uires and information which I bad given him
in a reply to a recent question relating to
this industry. He said that production 'was
comnpa-ratively smnall, whilst the cost-fl7 pOT
ton-w1as in excess of the estiraate-flC5 per
ton-a flgure given by mc when introducing-
the Bill relating to the establishment of the
industry. During the course of Air. Sed-
don's comiment T interjected that he was
using the figures unfairly. The hon. member
dlid not tell the full story. He failed to quote
the qualification given in my reply to his
question, namely, that modifications of the
plant were nearing completion and that when
these were completed the production would
he doubled and a considerable decrease in
cost would follow.

I pointed out that plans for the miodifica-
tion of the plant would result in the cost of
production being reduced to about £14 per
ton and] that dificailtics associated with instal-
lation have been brought about by a lack of
priority for manpower as well as a lack of
materials owing to war conditions. Then

agithe hon. member contends that only
a smiall quantity of potash has been pro-

duced. I would remind him, however, that
a very definite contrihution has been made
to thle fertiliser requirements of the potato-
growing industry and other branches of agri-
culture, and that the production is now .4nffi-
cicat to obviate the necessity for importing
potash fertiliser.

MAembers will realise that some difficulties
will always be experienced in the commence-
mnent of a new industry of this kind. It is
not unusual that adjustments must be made
to machinery and equipment in the early
stages of an industry in order to get the
best from them, and that is all that has hap-
pened ait Chandler. It has been reported to
me that those in charge of the operations
are confident that not only will potash he
produced at the pric which I mentioned
when introducing the mieasunre governing this9
industry, but that it will be produced at a
price oven lower when the plant is working
to full capacity. The references made by
Mr. Baxter to the charcoal iron industry
show that hie is ill-informed on the Inda-
mentals of the project. He is doubtful]
whether it can be established on a sound
commercial basis and says that he has yvt
to learn that charcoal iron is in favour to-
day, even if it can be produced.

There is no dlouht whatever that char-oal
iron can be produced in this State, Whir]h is
richly endowed with the necessary raw
materials:. Many plants arc operating stir-
eess9fully in other parts of the world where
charcoal pig iron is in great demand andi
comumands a premium of approximately 30
per cent. in price above that for coke pig
iron. No pains have been spared to obtain
the best technical advice available, to enetmrc
the success of the Wundowie project, which
will incor-porate the latest developmenLs that
have been applied in other parts of the world.
The Wundowie project is intended to
operate as a commercial pilot plant to de-
monstrate the economies of the industry,
which it is hoped may he the nucleus of a
group of industries planned for the post-
war period.

Reference was ag-ain made by Mr. Tuckey
to electricity supplies and the need for a
South-West power scheme, a matter to which
lie has evidently given considerable thought.
He inferred that he was disappointed at
the, announcement regarding time proposal
for the starting of the South Fremantle pro-
ject without anything- definite being done
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with renpeet to a South-West power scheme,
and he questioned whether the Government
was proceeding on the right lines in respect
of electricity supplies. The South-West
power scheme is now the subject of an in-
quiry' by- the Electricity Advisory Committee,
which has been directed by the Government
to make a report. This committee has
already take,, evidence from most of the
bodies and persons concerned, including the
South-West local authorities, with the excep-
tion of Creenbushes, Donnybrook and Man-
jiunup. It is hoped to complete the taking-
of evidence within the next few weeks, after

&I~iieh a report will be prepared. It is ex-
pected that this report will be received late
in December.

In regard to the reference made by Mr.
Tuckey to thc fact that the Government con-
tinucs to haul coal from Collie to supplly the
East Perth power station and to other maut-
ters which, he says involves considerable ex-
prose, transport, etc., these matters have re-
eentlY been examined by the Electricity Ad-
visory Committee, which is unanimously of
thle oiioni that the establishment of apoe
house at Collie to generate electricity' for thep
metropolitan area is not an economic pro-
position. Mr. Tuckey quoted the Yallourn
scheme iii support of his ease, but the posi-
tioji at Yallourn is entirelyv different fromt
that applying to this State. Extensions re-
ferred to by * 21Ar. Tuckey as having occurred
in Victoria can be readily understood when
tlie population of that State, and the smaller
relative distances compared with this State,
al-c considered. Allowing for the 5,500
route miles of transmission lines outside the
metropolitan area in Victoria, an annual in-
crease of supply' to over 100 farms is really
not a very remarkable figure.

Tf le number of small electricity concerns
which have developed throughout this State
was mentioned by Mr. Tucke ' , but this is a
phase which every community munst go
through. It cannot lie expected that small
country towns should go without the advant-
age of electricity until the whole State has
developed to a condition where complete dis-
tribution is feasible. Every city and towvn in
Australia has gone through the same pro-
cedure, firstly, by the installation of a small
direct current generating p~lant, this being
gradually' increased until it is possible to
convert to alternating current, It mnay' he
interesting to note that in Melbourne and
Sydney there are still quite a number of

factories equipped with and running onl the
old direct current plant. By his remarks Mr.
Tuckey apparently appreciates that an at-
tempt at too big a scheme in the initial
.stages may so load it with charges as to
render it a non-paying proposition for
many years to come.

So far as the Albany Woollen 'Mills are
concerned, iii which connection Mr. Thom-
son was very critical of the practical sug-
gestions put forward by the Minister for
Labour, it would be very interesting to know
what assistance the holl. member has given
in an endeavour to solve the labour pro-
blems there. I am very pleased to say that
the Miinister has received advice from the
secretary of the Albany Development Asso-
ciation to the effect that as a result ef the
methods adopted, the labour problem has
been practically solved. I am indeed grate-
ful to hear that, because I know just what
the woollen mills mean to Albany. The fact
that the Minister was prepared to go dlown
and discnss their problems wvith thle local
people, pointing out to them the duty they
had to perform just as he also had his part
to play, has had an admirable effect. To the
credit of the Albany people it can be said
that t~ey have pulled their weight in the
provision of labour. I congratulate the
Alban y people on the fact that they appear
to be solving what formerly was a very in-
portent and difficult problem from their
point of view.

During his remarks 'Mr. Mlann referred to
the coalinining industry and to certain in-
vestigations that were taking place in re-
spect of gases derived from Collie coal. It
is a fact that an experimental plant for the
,zasifueation of Collie coal is at present be-
ing inrtal1led at the Midiand Junction Work-
shops, the necessary finance being provided
by the Government throughi thep Department
of Industrial flevelopmnent. The inventor
of the plant is Mr. F. C. Fox.

Hon. WV. J. Mann. He is the mail I re-
ferred to.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The plant is
designedl to produce a water gas which can
be supplied in varying quality and qnantity.
Mr. F4ox's view is that gas of low calorifie
value should be used for industrial heating
since it can be supplied more cheapily and
easil Iy, while gas of high calorific value
can be produced for domiestie use. His ex-
pen iempll plant is dpsigned to supply gas
of either dlescrintion and separate outlets
with their attendant adjuncts are being pro-



540 [COUNCIL.]

vided accordingly. Arrangements are being gramme to be put in hand for the erection
made to supply industrial gas to a furnace
which can be fired with gas or oil at will,
and it is hoped this will afford some indica-
tion of economic value. The installation of
the plant is proceeding and it is hoped to be
able to have a trial run at an early date.
With Mr. Mann, I hope that the experi-
tneat will prove successful.

Hon. W. J1. Mann: We all hope that.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: The result

will be of great value, not only to the
metropolitan area but to the whole of West-
ern Australia.

Much discussion has taken place during
the debate on matters relating to education,
andi those mnember., who have devoted atteii-
tion to this important subject have invari-
ably complained regardingl the facilities or
conditions under which the lpupils and their
teachers earry on their work. The Goverrn-
mont is not unmindful of the importance
of education, and it has already submitted
an extensive building programme to the
Federal reconstruction authorities with the
idea of meeting the post-war requirements
due to an increased population and the
raising of the school-leaving age. This build-
ing programme envisages the extension of
secondary education, both in the metropoli-
tan area and the country, and also an ex-
tension of technical education to the
larger country centres. On more than one
previous occasion I have mentioned to the
Rouse some of the matters we have in mind
regarding this particular phase of educa-
tion.

There is also an imnmediate building pro-
gramme which the Government hopes to im-
plement .as soon as manpower becomes
available. I think it only just to point out
that most of our troubles regarding matters
complained of in this House have really
nisen from the fact that manpower is not
available to the extent we would desire in
order to permit of the undertaking of works
the Government has already approved and
will be only too pleased to put in hand ats
early as possible. U~ntil the position im-
proves many of these undertakings must
of necessity wait. It is emphasised that the
Government fully appreciates the import-
ance of getting on with this work in the
interests of all concerned, and every oppor-
tunity will be taken to overcome the lag
which was inevitable during the war period.

Dealing with the fact that the Principal
Architect has already advised of a big pro-

of additional schools, Mr. Wood suggested
that as the Northam High School was hope-
lessly overcrowded, the Government should
include that in the work. The department
is well aware of the necessity for additions
at the Northamn High School, but as is the
case with many other schools, the erec-
tion of additions has been delayed
by the abnormal wartime conditions.
At present additions, including the erection
of a domcstic science centre, to the value of
£9,970, are on all urgent list wvhich the Cov-
erment hopes t~o commence as soon as prnc-
ticable. Mr. Craig, Mr. E. H. H. Hull, Mr.
Cornish and Mr. Wood and others laid par-
ticular emphasis on the question of provid-
ing accommodation for children attendingq
high schools in country towns. This is a
problem which has been receiving the at-
tention of the Education Department for
some time.

Before the war satisfactory accommodla-
tion was obtainable in all high school towns,
and the depaitffient received very few
comp~laints. Children were accommodated
either in p~rivate homes, in the home% or
relatives, or at hostels run by church organi-
sations, the Country Women's Association
and the like. Jn every high school town,
with the exception of Kalgoorlie, snwlk
hostels were successfully run. During the
war there has been a decided decrease in
accommodation in private homes, and labour
difficulties and so on restricted the activitie,
of the hostels. In one instance-I refer to
Geraldton-the hostel establishmtent wiva
taken over b~y the United States Navy.

All this helped to make the position more
acute, and so there has heen a greater in-
sistence on more hostels and more accomrmo-
dation in country high school centres. The
matter wvas recently again considered by the
Government and it has agreed as an experi-
ment to help) a citizen committee financially
to establish a hostel in one of the high
school towns. Negotiations are in progress
with the Country Women's Association at
Bunbury, to put this experiment into effect
and, should it prove satisfactory, an exten-
sion of the system will no doubt be made
to the other country towns according to the
demand. The Government would prefer, in
order to maintain the interest of the citizens
and parents in their local educational facili-
ties, that these hostels be run by citizen
committees. It does not wish to conduct
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them itself, but will be glad to co-operate
in every way with the local committees to
secure the best possible results.

A matter referred to by Mr. Dinimitt wa5
the training syllabus for teachers. Hle said
that it was unwise both in principle and in
practice to send improperly equipped
teachers out into thc field of educational
endeav'our to undertake the task of teach-
ing children in the country, and that it was
unfair to the teachers and all concerned.
War circumstances have imposed] the exist-
ing situation on the department, and the
intention is, ais soon1 as it is praIcticabIle, to
extend the course of training for teachers
to at least two years.

Regardingo the education of afficted child-
ren, particularly the deaf and dumb, and the
blind, Mr. Dimmitt said that the depart-
ment does not accept any responsibility in
this regard. He conceded that the Govern-
ment subsidised certain institutions, bt
convoyed an impression that nothing was
being done so far as educational facilities
were concerned. The department has not
been as negligent as Mr, Dimnmitt indicates.
In recent years it has inaugurated a sys-
tem of bedside education under which special
teachers visit the homes of afflicted children
to carry on their education within the limitb
of their physical defects and health.

This year the Education Department
has established a school at the Children's
Hospital, and is at present contemplating
a similar establishment at the Fremantle
Hospital. Prior to the war it held classes in
conjunction with the Lady Lawley Cottage
by the Sea and will re-establish the same
facilities wvhen that institution is again
operating. So far as the deaf and dumb and
blind institutions are concerned, the Edu-
cation Department would be glad, should
the opportunity be given, to co-operate with
the authorities administering those institu-
tions for the general educational improve-
ment of their inmates. Mr. Seddon men-
tioned the need f or repairs to schools on
the Goldfields, and said that there was a
remarkable contrast between the high
schools and ordinary schools there and such
schools in the metropolitan area.

As might be expected, repairs to schools
during the war years have fallen a little
behind, but this not only applies to the
Goldfields but is general throughout the
State. I am informed that during a recent
inspection by the Minister for Education

and the Director of Education, schools irr
the Kalgoorlie area were found to be in a
very fair state of repair. Some had bee ii
renovated; others were listed for renova-
tion. It cannot be said, however, that an
area like Kalgoorlie, with a high school, a
School of Mines, a technical school and
two central schools has suffered badly front
the standpoint of educational facilities.

Particular mention was made by Mr. Sed-
don of the School of Mines, Kalgoorlie.
This is to he painted and -renovated this
spring, and consideration is at present
being given to the extension and modernisa-
tion of the experimental laboratory of the
school. The School of Mines has been
affiliated with the University for some
time, and early this year such affiliation
was renewed for a further period of five
years. Recognition by the University ex-
tends to qualifying courses in the school
leading to the University examinations in
Chemistry I., Geology I., and for the fourth
and fifth years for the degree of Bachelor
of Engineering in the branch of Mining En-
gineering or Metallurgy. Recognition by
the 'University of the teaching at the sehoor
of Physics I. and Theoretical Mechanics,
has also been given for the year 1944. The
School of Mines is under the control of the
Minister for Mines, and its diplomas are
recognised in most of the mining countries
of the world. There is no intention of
altering its prcsenit status and control, 'as
was implied by Mr. Seddon during the
course of his remarks.

Concerning school facilities in the North-
East Province, Mr. W. R. Hall said he un-
derstood it wvas mooted that the Brown Hilt
school would be closed. I have made in-
quiriesi in this regard and an informed by
the Education Department that it is not
awarec of any suggestion to close this school.
Mr. Hall also referred to the Lakewood
school, and said that he had heard of a pro-
posal for a bus service for the children
attending there. He was not favourable to
the establishment of bus services. The fart
is that the people themselves arc agitatingr
for a conveyance for the children attending-
the high school. The department cannot
agree to this until it is able to make the
same privilege available to other children
similarly placed in other parts of the
State.

Before leaving the subject of education,
there is just one matter to which I would
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refer, and that is the retirement of Mr.
lee, the headmaster of the Northam ]High
School. Mr. Wood stated that 3Mr. Lee
reached the retiring age early last year,
and was asked if lie would like to continue
his position indefinitely on account of the
wvay. After signifying his willingness to
continue, Mir. Lee had received, about two
weeks before the end of the last term, a
telephone miesage fromt the Post Office eon-
veying the terms of a telegram which in-
dicatted the termination of his appoint-
merit in two weeks' time. Mr. Wood eon-

idrdthat the way in which the head-
master was dismissed was scandalous, or
words to that effect.

While Mr. Wood was mentioning this
mnatter, I asked, by way of interjection,
whether he had checked uip on the facts,
and he replied in the nfflrmativc. On in-
quiry through the Director of Education,
I. find the ease has been unfairly put by the
lion. member, the situation being that Mr.
Idee reached the age of 65--which is, the
compulsory retiring age--on the 17th Octo-
ber, 1943. On the 13th September of that
rear he was written to as follows:-

Although you will reach the age of 65 years
on the 17th October, 1941, 1 shall be glad if
you wvill continue %intil the end of this year.
If necessary would you be prepared to con-
tanue until the end of 1944?

At that time the 0overnment hod re-
frained from retiring mnen on attaining the
cAompulsory age, but during November
Cabinet decided to pursue its usual policy;,
so that Air. TLee, now being over 65, -was
due for retirement at the end of the year.
Asq this deision reached the Education De-
partinent on the 7th Deember, the follow-
lug wvire was sent to Mr. Lee:

You will b'e granted long Rervice leave from
beginning of next year and will be retired
ion expiration of leavec.

It will be noted that the September letter
d-id not commit the department for the year
1944. The department fully apprweciates the
se-rvices rendered by Mr. Lee, and both the
Mlinister for Education nd the Director of
Education made it their business to he pre-
sent at the farewell given by the school. to
him in March of this year. That. I con-
simlered, disposes of any suggestion that the
treatment of Mr. Lee was at scandal.

Referring now to health matters, in his
opening remariiks Dr. Hislop, who gave the
subject particular attention, made a corn-

plimientary reference to the appointment of
Dr. Park as Commissioner of Public Health,
but wvas critical of the manner in which, he
alleges, Dr. Atkinson was retired. He then
Jproceeded to criticise hospital adininistra-
tion generally. Some of the statements made
by the hion. member are not in accordance
with the facts, awl in some parts are
grossly exaggerated. So far as the appoint-
merit of the new Commissioner of Pub lic
Health is concerned, the Government was
indeed fortunate in securing the services of
Such a highly qualified man as Dr. Park, hut
to say that such an appointment was made
at the expense of the retirement of Dr.
Atkinson, as was implied by the hion. mem-
her, and that Dr. Atkinson was retired with-
out any reference to, or discussion with, him,
is utterly unfair.

The retirement of officers at the age of 65
is laid down by the Public Service Act, and
01113' in exceptional case_% are appointments
extended. Dr. Atkinson kinew months prior
to the dlate of his retirement that that course
would follow, and it is not true that he first
knew of his impending retirement through
the Press, as was statedl by Dr. Hislop.
Respecting the Bunbury Hospital, the doctor
quoted at length a copy of a report which
bad been made available to him depaling with
repairs which were needed to the hospital.
As be states, this is an old hospital, but hie
exaggerated its age in his references to it.
The hon. member stated that the hospital
was nearly 100 years old, and yet for all to
see there is n stateme nt oil the foundation
stone that it was laid by Sir John Forrest
in 1807-47 years ago.

One aspect which Dr. Hislap entirely
ignored when dealing with the Banbury Hos-
pital was that it has been the policy of the
various State Governments for the last 30
years, for expenditure on hospital buildings
to be met on a pound for pouind basis by
the local authorities and the Government.
Mfembers representing districts, in all parts
of the State, many of whom have reason to
be proud of the country hospitals, small or
large, which have been established in their
districts, know% that those hospitals hare
been erected on that financial basis. For
some year-s the department has conducted
correspondence with the Bunhury Municipal
Council with a view to stimulating some in-
terest in the Bunbury District Hospital.
The council has taken matters up and,

L42



[13 SFPTnMxERn, 1944.] 543

in turn, has endeavoured to interest the
local authorities of surrounding districts,
which are equally served by the Bunbury
Hospital as is the town of ]3unbury itseli.

So far the interest shown has been, in
the direction of urging a new site for a
new hospital, and this has been largely
determined upon; but to date there is no
indication whatever regarding the financial
part that the local authorities or the local
people arc prepared to play in providing
liunbury with a worthy district hospital.
That is in accordance with the policy of
successive Governments; a policy that has
been widely accepted, and if, over the
years, the district hospital has outworn its
usefulness, tile department cannot accept
sole responsilbility for the continued use
of an outworn and outmoded hospital. That
does not for at moment excuse the disrepair
and( other bad conditions referred to in the
report which Dr. Hislop read. One must
remember, however, that the building is old
and dilapidated, and that it is extremely'
difficult to maintain anything like good
conditions in a building so designed and so
old.

In fairness to the department it should
he noted that in the last three years £000
has been spent in various repairs and ro-
vations to the Bunbury District Hospital,
so that the impression of complete nleglect
that one might obtain from listening to the
report read by Dr. Hislop must, to some
extent, be discounted. As already statec,
a new site has virtually been decided upon;
andl if the local people are willing to play
their part, there is no reason why fairly
rapid progress should not he made in the
erection at Bunbury of a district hospital
worthy of its purpose and of the district.
Dr. Hislop considers that hospital prob-
lems will never be overcome until the de-
partment has a medical officer as director
of the hospitals. He makes the statement
apparently unaware of the general arrange-
inent of hospital mana.cmnent, and control
elsewhere.

It is recognised throughout Australia,
although perhaps not accepted in New
South Wales, that Victoria's hospital sys-
tem is extremely good; and yet the Chari-
ties Board of Victoria, which is the con-
trolling factor, is composed of some 20
nmemubers, only two of whom are medical
men. The executive officer of that board is
Mr. C. iL. MeVilley, who is not n medical
man, nor has the Charities Board any

niedical men on its staff, and yet it appears
to be doing a very excellent job so far as
Victorian hospitals are concerned. To
some extent the same arrangements app1 l,
in New South Wales. A Hospitals Con-
mission is the controlling body there, of
which the Minister is the chairman; and
of tile three or four other members only
one is a doctor. The executive officer is a,
layman, and, so far as I know, the Commnis-
sion has no doctors onl its immediate staff.
At the present time the Hospitals Commis-
sion in New South WVales is brought in a&
a part of the Public Health ])epartment.
It has the professional staff of the Health
Department to call upon for advice, but
the Hospitals Commission is directly re-
sponsible to the Minister. It is wvorthy of
note that each of the departments has a
layman as the permanent head.

A point urged by Dr. Ilislop was that
some arrangements should he made at the
King Edward Memorial Hospital for young
muedicail men to have an opportunity of
giniing experience there. As at matter of
facet, such an arrangement was actually in
practice some years ago, but this hadl to
cease as the hospital premises became
crowded. It is lbecause they are so crowded
now that there is no rorn onl the premises
to house any junior resident medical officers.
The department is absolutely in accord with
the idea, and provision will be mrade to put
it into effect as soon as practicable. Dr.
Hislop then discussed conditions relating
to the mental hospitals, which have received
so much publicity recently.

In this regard the first basic matter to
refer to is the overcrowding in the institu-
tion, which is well known to the public and
to the Government. It would be quite,
wrong: to imagine that nothing has been
attempted to remedy matters, as was im-
plied by the honl. member. In the first
place, a 65-bed block was erected in 19Sgr
as a treatment block, wvhich would have
helped to relieve the congestion, but imme-
diately this was completed the Army took
it over for hospital purposes, and continued
in occupation until November of last year.
Since then it has been lying idle because
it has been absolutely impossible to secure
nursing staff.

Since before that date the problem on
the female side of the institution has been
very acute and -the nursing staff short in
numbers. It has been totally impotsiblo
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to provide the additional nurses necessary clay and week by week, and the absence of
to staff this desirable addition to the Clare-
nmont Mental Hospital, which could have
had the effect of reducing the overcrowd-
ing to some extent. Another, and per-
haps more far-reaching step to meet the
situation was taken when a property was
acquired at Wokalup, for the establishment
of a supplementary institution there. War
conditions have precluded any possibility
of establishing that Institution. When it
is established the overcrowding at the
Claremont Mental Hospital should cease
.altogether. Regarding the female staff dif-
ficulties, the normal staff of trained mental
nurses and trainees is 91. For some time
after the outbreak of war these numbers
were maintained, but when the war effort
became intensified the numbers started to
drop. Early application was made to the
manpower authorities for the declaration
of the hospital as a protected undertaking.
Some months elapsed before this applica-
tion was complied with. In the meantime
the staff position had become serious.

The maintenance of numbers in any
reniale nursing staff has its inherent dimf-
eulties, largely because of marriage and for
other personal reasons. W~hen the institui-
tion was declared a protected undertaking
the number of nurse% ivas down to 57.
After that Rio-one could leave the institu-
tion without the approval of the manpower
authorities, but cases occasionally arose
where approval could not he denied, so that
some three months ago the staff of trained
mental nurses and trainees was as lowv as
45. In the meantime the organisation of
the Women's Australian National Services,
commonly knowvn as the WANS, came to
tle assistance of the hospital and provided
from 12 to 19 1)art-time assistants. The
manpower authorities also provided per-
sonnel on a part-time basis. So far as the
full-time staff was concerned, I have men-
tioned that the minimum wvent as low as
45. Since then the manpower authorities
have been building up that figure, until at
present it stands at 70.

one inference that has emanated from the
publicity regarding stall' difficulties is that
the conditions at the Claremont Hospital
are bad. That is by no means the case. The
real disadvantage from which the nursing
staff are suffering, and have suffered for
two years, is a very much diminished staff
entailing considerable overtime, day by

annual holidays for over two years. Those
are the disabilities which culminated in the
protest of six wveeks ago. It should be
realised that women working in those condi-
tions become highly strong and] over-tired,
and minor points which, in ordinary cir-
euniistajices, woulId escalpe notice, become
emphasised and magnified. lDr. Hislop made
the statement that "the nurses' quarters at
Claremiont are the most drab, dismnal, dark,
dingy places vonceivable." This statenient iq
simpily not in accordance with the facts. The
main block of nurses' quarters is a two-
storey building situated about 100 feet from
the covered wvay which connects the main
wards of the institution. If being erected
today it would probably be further away
from the wards, but even nowv it is very sel-
dom that the nurses living in these quarters
have any indication of the close proximit~y
of the wards themselves.

Each nur'se has a room to herself and has
the usual supply of furniture which oru
would find in a single bedroom of an hotel,
Anyv darkness in these rooms is due to thc
fact that black-out paint and similar appli-
cations have not been completely removed
There is ample verandah and balcony spap-c
The quarters in question are a-s good a blachi
of quarters as one would find conncted with
,unv institution in the State. The preseni
dining room for the nursing staff is light
and airy, but is large and r-ather cheerless
A new dining room has been planned and
will be part of this yenir's programme. I
should be emphasised that, under norm'al
conditions, the department hasg no diffenlt
in securing staff. No complaints had beer
voiced until relatively recently, when thos(
that were made were due to the overworl
and long hours already referred to. Tuber,
culosis among the patients and the con.
sequent risks to the staff were mention&
by Dr. Hislop who criticised the efforts
that the department has made to segre.
gate the male tuberculosis cases in on(
ward, about which he also complained. No
one has suggested thant this arrangement i!
completely satisfactory. Some two year
ago sketch plans wvere drawn up for a bMoct
to house both male sad female tuhierulosi!
piatients. It is confidently hoped that thi!
work will be constructed as part of this
year's programme, if men and materials ear
lie obtained. As stated, the present wari
used for tuberculosis male eases is not comn
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pletely satisfactory, but under existing dis-
albilities it was the best arrangement possible.
Although Dr. Hislop is now so critical, I
point out that when giving evidence in the
Industrial Court on behalf of the em-
ployees' union he stated that he con-
sidered that this was an honest endea-
vour under existing difficulties, and that
lie would rather work -nder the new
conditions for 6id. per shift less than under
the old arrangements. It may he of interest
to state that, in the opinion of Dr. Fitz-
gerald, the Acting Medical Superintendent,
this temporary tuberculosis ward-imperfect
as it is-is, still superior to wards be has
seen in some of Eng-land's leading sanatoria.
That may not speak too well for the leading
sanatoria in England but I think it indi-
cates that this particular ward cannot be
quite as bad as was indicated by Dr. is-
lop.

With regard to Dr. Hislop's suggestions
for the examination and testing of staff as
-%vell as of patients, the procedure set forth
is quite sound and is in standard use, but
to suggest that this procedure he now
adopted at Claremont is to shut one's eyes
to the insuperable difficulties that exist and
which it is-impossible to remove without a
g"ood deal of additional bed capacity in new
wards, providing opportunities for further
classification of patients, and wvithout con-
sidcrable additions to the staff. It should
be emphasised that the difficulty experi-
enced in regard to the female staff is only
mone of the numerous difficulties involved in
the administration of the Mental Hospitals
that the department has had to cope with
under wartime conditions. Patients simply'
have to he received whether or not there arc
beds to accommodate them or staff to care for
them. Through no fault of the department,
and, for the most part, through no lack of
aictivity on the part of the manpower auth-
orities the staff difficulties hare become in-
tensified and trained nurses are simply not
available. Of the staff that has been built uip
of recent months and is being built up now,
the new additions are virtually all persons
who are commencing their training, or per-
sons who are willing to render or have been
directed into rendering service to these men-
tal cases.

Although Dr. Hislop gave credit to the
Australian Trained Nurses' Association for
sug-gesting what he said was the only remedy,
namely, the withdrawal from the Services of
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trained mental nurses, that solution was con-
sidered by the officers of the Mental Hos-
pitals Department months ago, and was put
forward to the Federal authorities in March.
The samne principle was urged upon the
Commonwealth Government and the Army
at a conference of Ministers of Public
Health in Canberra last July, but so far has
produced no result. Dr. Hislop in conclud-
ing his remarks on hospital matters referred
to the kitchen and the food arrangements
at the Claremont Mental Hospital. For a
long time this section of the institution came
under the aegis of the managing secretary,
but, iii making a recent appointment, it has.
been made clear that the Inspector-G3eneral
has control over the whole of the institution
and its activities, with, of course, all the
necessary assistance from the managing sec-
retary.

The difficulties here are emphasised by the
fact that the institution is some 45 years old
and the lay-out of the kitchen and accom-
panying- Stores, etc.1 is now what one would
call antiquated. Fly gauze cannot be ob-
tained in the quantities necessary to do
what is needed. The dining ball is planned
to act also as an entertainment hall when
concerts are held. It, like many other parts
of the institution, needs renovating, and this
forms part of this year's programme. Dr.
Hislop, in his adverse comment, confined
himself to only a portion of the building-;
he has not told the House of those portions of
the institution which have been renovated in
last year's programme, and wvhich now% con-
stitute very admirable wards, but which make
the needs in other parts of the institution
more apparent. As members know, the sup-
plies of men and materials have been
extremely limited, but last year approxi-
match' £6,000 was expended on reno-
rations and repairs, and a similar amiount
will be spent during the current year.
With the expenditure of that amount of
money the institution will be considerably
better than it has been for many years past,
and to a large extent some of the criticism
and objections raised by Dr. Hislop will
thus be met. There again we have the diffi-
culties to which I have referred on several
occasions, namely, those of manpower and
mnaterials.

Members have been critical regarding
hosig ates.Thycomplain that little

information is available, and that the Gov-
ernment is not getting en with the job as
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speedily as possible. That is entirely an
erroneous impression and indicates at lack
of appreciation of the difficulties confront-
ing the Government in existing conditions.
The Government is doing everything pine-
ticable but, as pointed out in the Lieut.-
Governor's Speech, great difficulty is being
experienced in securing the necessary man-
power. Air. Thomson quoted a statement
made by the Premier regarding housing pro-
posals as. between the Commonwealth and
the States, and said that the Premier's state-
ment sounded rather ambiguous. There was
nothing ambiguous in that statement.

The agreement reached between the Com-
monwealth and the States regarding war
housing is that, provided minimum and
maximum standards of houses are submitted
by the States9 and approved by the Com-
monwealth, and provided that the States
agree to charge a rental for the houses not
in excess of one-fifth of the family income
of the occupier, the Commonwealth will
share with the States in any resulting loss.
It is obvious that, in the first stages of
building, having regard to tenders already
received, the houses -will cost more than the
lower paid worker can afford to pay rent
for if the rent is limited to one-fifth of his
family income. This difference in rent and
nny other resulting loss from the War
Ho-using Scheme i11l he shared by the Com-
monwealth and the States in the proportion
of: Commonwealth three-fifths, and States,
two-fifths. The standards Aixed by the
Commonwealth Government as one of the
conditions tinder which it will meet its share
of the loses is that the ceiling height
should not exceed 9ft. 6in. It is true that
the by-laws of many of the local authorities
provide for a eiling height greater than
Oft. 6in., but it is also true that man 'y oP
the by-laws arc out of date and badly need
revising. It would he admitted by miany of
the local government bodies that there is; a
great need for a uniform set of building
by-laws, and if these were drafted in the
light of mnodern know'fledge and building
conditions it is certain that a ceiling height
of not greater than 9ft. Gin, would bie ap-
proved.

In this connetion it is interesting to note
that the Commonwealth Government re-
cently conducted an inquiry at which cvi-
denv -cwas submitted by architects, builders,,
welfare workers, doctors and housewives re-

garding building standards. The decisioni
reached in regard to ceiling heights was that
for modern conditions a ceiling height of
8f t. was ample, provided proper ventilation
was, installed, and that sufficient room was
left between the ceiling and the roof. Mr.
Thomson's estimates of the reduction in
costs are not far out as regards wooden
houses. It will he remembered that he ques-
tioned the estimates submitted for the erec-
tion of the first of the Commonwealth
houses, and suggested that the difference
in the cost of 10ft. ceilings and QCL Gin.
ceilings respectively was infinitesimal. An
estimate prepared by the Workers' Homes
Board's architects regarding the saving,
in height of one foot is that for a
four-roomed wooden house the saving is,
estimated nt £1, and for a five-roomed
-wooden house, £19. Mr. Thomson esti-
mates that a saving of six incheps in
ceiling height would represent between £0G
and £8. For a brick house the saving of a
foot represents, for a four-roomed house,
£E25, and for a five-roomed house £28. The,
fact is, however, that a l0ft. Gin, ceiling
height doe-, not necessarily make for a coolet
or better house than a Oft. Gin, ceiling, pro-
vided the latter has proper cross-ventilation.

Regarding the cost of the houses, it s
true, on present prices, that a four-roomed
wooden house would cost about £200 per
roomn. The average price for the fou ,r andl
five-roomed wvooden houses now being erected
at Collie and Boytip Brook are:-

Collie--
4-roamed . - .9£3.,j

5-roomedl U. . -£46

Boyup Brook-
4-rnomerl RR 7: -L

5-roomed f990 .

Though those prices are high, they ap.-
proximate the increased cost of huildinwi
since 1939, as revealed by statistics gathered
from all parts of Australia. Building
costs have increased since 1930 by about
30 per eent. The houses being erected
at Collie and Boyup Brook would cost,
in the metropolitan area in pre-war days,
approximately £550 for four-roomed houses,
and £625 for five-roomed houses. Add-
ing the percentage increase in the cost
of building since 1939 gives the figures,
of £715 for four-roomed houses, and £812
for five-roomed houses. Building cost,
in the country have always been higher
than in the metropolitan area on account
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of transport of labour and material to the
site where the houses are being erected,
and it is estimated that at Collie this in-
crease would represent about 15 per cent.
above metropolitan prices, and perhaps
slightly higher at Boyup Brook. Adding
these figures to the present-day metropoli-
tan costs gives the estimated price of four-
roomied wooden houses at £822 and five-
roomed wooden houses at £932.

The Collie figures are slightly in excess
of these estimates, and the Boyup Brook:
ones fairly substantially in excess, but it
has to be remembered that no house build-
ing has been carried out in this State for
nearly two years. Contractors therefore
have difficulty in regard to manpower and
material and there is no doubt that, in their
tenders they made fall provision foil
difficulties in regard to both items. it
is hoped that ais the building programme
progresses and manpowver and materials
become more freely availalble, costs will he
redluced.

In his remarks, Mr. Mann was very
critical of certain matters relating to the
poultry industry, aid dealt wvith markets,
prices, rationing and supply of suitable
feed, etc. It would appear that he has
been mislead by informaition supplied to
him by interested parties.

Hon. W. J. Mann: I have plenty of doan-
nients here to prove it.

The CH[EF SECRETARY: As Mr.
Mann said, many of the matters referred
to come within the jurisdiction of the
Commonwealth Government; nevertheless
they have beean undertaken by our State
[)apartment of Agriculture, from which I
have madeinquiries. He commenced his
remarks by saying that the Commonwealth
flovernment offered all sorts of induice&
ments and promises to poultry farmers to
produce eggs for civil and military require-
ments, and that nothing had been done to
help producers. Every opportunity was
taken by the Department of Agriculture
in this State to advise growers endeavour-
ing to increase production as to the difm-
culties which they would encounter. These
difficulties were well known to conmmercial
poultry farmers but probably not so wvell
known to men about to enter the industry.
T understand that the complaints voiced
1)y the hon. member came principally from
several gentlemen who entered the poultry
industry quite recently.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Only partly.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Short sup-
plies of galvanised iron, wirenetting, timber
and nieatmeal were all clearly set out by
the department by means of press announce-
ments, broadcast talks and advice to indivi-
dual growers. No poultry farmer could
claim lack of knowledge regarding those mat-
ters. So far as prices are concerned, the
Commonwealth Government since 1942 has
prevented a total collapse in the price of
eggs, firstly, by the erection of egg drying
plants to remove the surplus from the local
market and, since August, 1943, by arrang-
ing for a uniform price for eggs through-
out Australia irrespective of the surplus
which would be available beyond normal
local needs. This is probably the greatest
single benefit that the poultry industry has
ever had conferred upon it. Previously,
whilst the price of eggs mighbt be profitable
until there were sufficient to meet local de-
mands, immediately this was exceeded the
price had to fall to export parity which in
many years was quite unprofitable to
growers.

Last season, whilst an undertaking was
given by the Controller of Egg Supplies that
the wholesale price of first-grade hen eggs
would not fall below Is. 6d. per dozen, the
actual price was maintained at Is. 7d. per
dozen for all production during the flush
season. It is many years si.nce a price such
as this was maintained during the flush
season. The maximum price permitted by
the Prices Commissioner during the year was
2s. per dozen for first-grade hen eggs.
Representations have been made by the
department with a view to increasing the
maximum price, which would enable eggs
to ]be stored to help in tiding over the short
period. So far, however, these efforts have
been unsuccessful. It is, however, the price
which can be maintained during the periods
of high production that is of particular im-
portance to the poultry industry, and not
special high prices during a period when
farmers have very few eggs to sell. It was
quite unfair of Mr. Mann to say that the
price was reduced from 2s. to is. 9d. per
dozen immediately after the Referendum.

Hlon. W. J1. Mann: That is what hap-
pened.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Referen-
dum had nothing to do with the price of
eggs, as the price which can be maintained
is governed entirely by the volume of pro-
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duction and the financial resources which
the Controller of Egg Supplies has avail-
able to subsidise any losses which may be
incurred in drying or pulping the surplus.
Mr. Mann also complains that the wholesale
price of Is. 9d. per dozen is not actually
received by the farmers.

Hon. V. Hainersley: I am told that the
price to the grower is is. a dozen.

The CaTEF SECRETARY: I do not
know. Surely Air. Mann was not serious
when making this statement. Wholesale
prices of agricultural commodities such as
meat, butterfat, milk, vegetables, etc., which
are determined from time to time and an-
nounced in the Press, are those applicable
at the point of purchase or distribution,
which is generally a market in the metro-
politan area. From these wholesale prices
the costs of forwarding the produce to mar-
ket and a commission or charge for handling
or selling the produce must be deducted.
Exactly the same procedure is followed in
the case of eggs, and the price received by
the producer is the wholesale market rate
less the cost of transport handling and mar-
keting. Reference has been made to lack
of supplies of bran, pollard, meatmneal and
buttermilk. During last year, although flour
mills in Western Australia were milling to
their maximum capacity, there was a short-
age of bran and pollard wvhich at certain
periods was estimated to he as much as 20
per cent, compared with the demand. It is
unreasonable, therefore, to say that the
Commonwealth or any other Government
should make arrangements to increase the
supply of bran and pollard. This can
be done only by increasing the milling
capacity in Western Australia, and there
are many practical difficulties to over-
come before this can be accomplished.
Certain millers, however, in collaboration
with the D~epartment of Agriculture, did
ar-range to manufacture crushed wheat and
other sulistitutes for bran and pollard
which were suitable for feeding to poultry,
and it is believed, upon the evidence of
practical poultr-y farmiers, that the indus-
try generally did not suffer through a lack
of supplies of wheat products.

The supply of meatmeal has presented
very serious difficulties, not only in West-
ern Australia but throughout the Common-
wealth. When it became evident to the
Department of Agriculture that supplies
were becoming increasingly wore difficult

to obtain, leaders of the poultry industry
were consulted regarding the most practi-
cal methods of arranging for a system of
rationing, and the system which ultimately
was adopted with slight variationst to meet
different conditions, has worked remarkably
smoothly and has ensured as equitable a
distribution Ais might be expected. The aver-
age quantity of meatmneal used prior to the
war was approximately 2,500 tons, of
which only about 500 tons were mnanufac-
tured in this State. The whole of the re-
mainder had to be imported. It should be
borne in mind that other States also have
increased production in poultry, and the
demand for meatnieal has increased in
those States also.

The department was able to arrange with
the Departments of Agriculture in Victoria
and New South Wales that the same per-
centage of their manufacture as was sent to
Western Australia prior to the war should
continue to be sent under existing condi-
tions. This was a very generous gesture
by these States and is an indication of the
goodwill with which interstate problems
are discussed at meetings of the Standing
Committee on Agriculture. Efforts have
been made to increase the local production
of meatmeal, and during the last four
years the quantity has been almost doubled,
but; this has been to a certain extent at the
expense of blood and bone fertiliser. Last
season, as a result of the increased local
manufacture, the quantity of ineatmeal
which was available to farmers in this
State was 2,870 tons, which is much greater
than the average received during the last
six years and has been exceeded only on
one occasion prior to that period. it is
untrue to say that a monopoly of meatmeal
has been created, as the department is en-
deavouring to maintain the same approxi-
mate relation between the manufacture of
prepared mashes and the sale of straight
meatmeall as existed normallyv.

So far as buttermilk is concerned, the
statements regarding a monopoly in the
.supply of this commodity are quite mis-
leading, and would give the impression that
there are ample supplies of buttermilk held
by certain merchants in Western Austra-
lia who will only make this available on
tem% profitable to themselves. The esti-
mated quantity of buttermilk required by
the industry per annum is 600 tons, the
bulk of which would he sold during the
chick-rearing Reason. Stocks of buttermilk
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in Western Australia last week amounted
to approximately 23 tons, practically the
whole of which wvas imported. One grower
alone has made inquiries for the purchase
of 15 tons for this season's chick-feeding.
It would be absurd to allow one or two
growers to obtain all their requirements
whilst the remainder of the industry would
go without, but this apparently is what Air.
Mann advocated.

Efforts have been made to Increase the
production of dried buttermilk in this
State and, although two butter factories
are equipped with the necessary plane,
these have commenced operations only re-
cently owing to a lack of fuel. The local
output at present is only 25 cwt. per week.
The manufacturers holding this buttermilk
ought to he congratulated on their fore-
sight in purchasing these supplies from the
Eastern States, some of which are known
to have been purchased uip to nine montli
ago and held in reserve. for the manufac-
ture of chick foods during the present sea-
son. It is felt that the sale of buttermilk
in the form of chick foods is the most
equitable method of distributing the small
quantity available amongst all producers.

Hon. G. B. Wood: You do niot seem tot
have justified the decrease in the price of
eggs.

The CHIEY SECRETARY: There are
other agricultural matters I should like to
mention. Dealing with the question of rates
which have been levied on irrigation pro-
jects, Mr. Craig complained that an under-
taking given by a~i officer of a certain de-
p~artment at the inauguration of the scheme
in the Collie district had not been complied
with. He maintained that this official had
informed a meeting that settlers desirous of
participating in the scheme would be rated
on the basis of one-third of the irrigable area
held], but that the basis of rating had since
been amended without authority to one-third
of the total holding if the land was irrigable.
The department reports that there is reason
to believe that Mr. Munt, the then Under
Secretary, at a meeting did make the state-
ment attributed to him by Air. Craig, but
maintains that Mr. Mont Was made aware
of misunderstandings that bad arisen mn
respect to the matter, after which he dis-
tinctly told a meeting held at Waterloo and
other meetings, that the rating would be on
33%/ acres, or one-third of the holding.

Hon. W. J. Mann: That is not correct. I
was at the meeting. It was one-third of the
irrigable land.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am giving
information supplied by the department.
At those meetings settlers were told that they
would be asked to sign a petition for the
work, requesting the Minister to undertake
the construction of the work, the rating to
be on a basis of 10s. per acre per annum for
one free watering and 2s. 6d. per acre for
each subsequent watering, 5d. in the f on the
unimproved value to' be the drainage rate.
The Minister on his part would undertake not
to levy for an irrigation rate on more than
33 acres of land comprised in any one hold-
ing (luring, the first three years after the
construction of the works. I am further
informed that Mr. Munt explained-

A man with a large holding would be re-
quired, three years after the completion of
the work, to pay 10s. an acre on one-third of
his holding. The work would take two years
to complete, so that large land owners would
have five years to sell surplus land which
would be increased in value by the irrigation
works, if they desired to do so. For the first
three years a man holding 10,000 acres would
not pay more than a man holding 100 acres.
A man who could show that his property would
not benefit from the drainage would be exempt
from the drainage rate.

In actual fact certain departures from
these proposals have been made, one of which
is that the irrigation rate is not 10s. per
acre but 7s. 6d., and the rating for drainage
is now on the acreage basis instead of on
the unimproved value. With regard to the
stipulation that for the first three years the
maximum anybody would be called upon to
pay in irigation rates was to be on 33 acres,
and then immediately increased to one-third
of the holding, whatever the size of the hold-
ing, it should be remembered that the Gov-
ernment ultimately treated settlers far more
generously than was originally set out, be-
cause the three years were extended to four,
and it will not be until 1949-50 that all
settlers will -be rated on one-third of their
holdings if irrigable.

In 1940, 46 out of 171 settlers in the Collie
district bad their rates pegged by the Irri-
gation Commissioners on less than one-third
of their holdings. Later these were notified
that it was the intention of the Commis-
sioners to recommend to the Minister to in-
crease their pegged areas to one-third of
their holdings, if irrigable, and no objections
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were raised to this. Actually cases exist in
the Collie district where ratepayers are
watering above their rated areas and others
bare been watering above one-third of their
total holdings.

The Collie Drainage District 'was eon-
stitu ted on the 25th September, 1931. Prior
to the works being proceeded with it was
made clear that a drainage rate as well as
an irrigation rate would be levied. The irri-
gation rate was announced at 10s. per acre,
and, as I have~ already mentioned, this has
been reduced to 7s. 6d. Before the com-
pletion of the scheme the drainage rate was
fixed at 6d. in the £ on the unimproved value
as at Harvey. Following requests made by
Collie district ratepayers it was agreed to
abolish the system of rating on the value
basis as from the 1st July, ,1936, and to rate
on acreage as from that date. It is pointed
.out that if the rating on the unimproved
capital value had been adhered to, the Collie
district would have yielded more than it has
done on the acreage basis.

In regard to the equity or otherwise of
rates levied, I point out that the individual
ratepsayer has the opportunity, annually, to
appeal against the irrigation and drainage
rates. In any event the irrigationists should
be the last primary p~roduers in the State
to complain in regard to the charges which
are levied, seeing that they are now called
upon to pay only about one-eighth of the
cost of the water used on their holdings, the
remaining seven-eighths being paid by the
general taxpayers of the State-a condition
of affairs which has been very pointedly
criticised by the Commonwealth Grants Corn-
mhission on a number of occasions.

So far as water charges arc concerned,
there is no body of primary producers rest-
ing more heavily on the shoulders of tfe
general taxpayers of the State than the irri-
gationists. This is generally recognised by
the farmers concerned, as very few corn-
plaints are received regarding charges, but
on the contrary, a number of application*
ant received for the allotment of additional
areas of irrigation water. Now I wi sh to
deal with some of the remnarks made by 'Mr.
Parker. His was a typical speech.

Nion. H. S. W. Parker. I have been eon-
gratulated on it.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am sorry
I cannot congratulate the hon, member.

Doubtless peaopie will be glad to know that
the hon. member has never been able to see
what benefit child endowment is and also
that he does not agree with the Common-
wealth subsidy for hospitals. There are
several other of his remarks which to me
seem to be quite at var iance with what one
may consider to be the general outlook of
the people of this State. He did, however,
say that in his opinion polities had reached
a very low ebb; and, on reviewing some of
the statements which he made, particularly
the charges which lie made against at least
two public officials, I think that politics have
reached a very low ebb, especially when a
mnember makes such statements and does not
give all the facts of the case. I regret that
the hon. member should have openly said
what he did when he referred to the Police
Department. I feel that the only way in
which T can adequately deal with his re-
marks is to quote with reasonable fulness;
the report,; of the particular officers, eon-
cerned.

It is with some diffidence that I approach
this sublect, because one case in particular
deals with the domestic affairs of an indi-
vidual who has no opportunity whatever of
replying, although the matter very vitally'
affects him. In the first place, Mr. Parker
stated that the Police Force of this Stale
seethed with unrest; and, in order to lustiFy
that statement, he. referred to a case with
which he had been associated at; legal ad-
riser. Mr. Parker criticised the Crown Soli-
citor, Mr. Dunphy, for his attitude to that
particular case. There are many details
ini matters such w% this to which it is
not always advisable one should refer;
nevertheless, I feel I cannot do better than
quote a letter which I have received from the
Crown Solicitor as a result of the publicity
given to the remiarks mande hr Mr. Parker.
The letter will put an entirely different con-
struction upon the ease. It is dated the 5th
September, and is as follows:-

I noted with some concern the report, on
page 4 of ''The West Australian" of Friday
last, September 1, of a speech made in the
Legislative, Council by the Ron. H. S. W.
Parker during the debate on the Address-rn.
reply. The report is headed-Police Force
"Gestapo Methods,'' and in the first part of
the report my namec is mentioned on several
occasions,

Thle reported speech eontniasd so many im-
acuracies that I felt compelled to write a let-
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ter to ''The West Australian,'' and to shorten
this present report I enclose a cutting of my
letter as published.

The preliminary facts were as under:-
In February of this year I Find occasion to

call for an investigation of alleged thefts of
material from a public Works job. A detect-
ive-sergeant was assigned to the task of
making the investigation and lie furnished a
report. This report was submitted to Mr.
Gordon fl'Arcy and lie furnished certain ad-
vice as to what further enquiries should be
made. This was rather a difficult ease, but
a certain line of action was clearly laid down
and I gave express instructions to the
detective-sergeant as to how he should pro-
ceed. The nmatter was urgent, as time was
running against us and the six months' limita-
tion fixed by the Justices Act had nearly ex-
pired.

After ncearly three weeks I got in touch by
telephone with the detective-sergeant and
found that he had not carried out any of my
instructions. Under these circunistances, I
asked for his removal and the substitution of
a more energetic or capable officer. Another
detective-sergeant was assigned the job and
hie obtained all necessary information in less
thtani 48 hours.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: Will you produce
the file?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The letter
continues-

The offender was eventually prosecuted and
convicted on four separate charges.

My letter to the newspaper carries on from
here.

Whilst the detective-sergeant was unquest-
ionably guilty of neglect, I was unwilling to
be a witness against him on a disciplinary
charge as I do not think that this is a proper
function for a Crown Law officer to fulfil.
As my plea of privilege might not have ex-
cused me if Mr. Parker had put me in the box
as a witness on behalf of the detective-
sergeant, I urged him to leave me out of the
ease on the grounds that my evidence would
(10 his client's case irreparable harm. I never
at any time suggested that I could not be
called as a witness before the Police Board.

I must admit that I got a shock when I
read ''The West Autain on Friday morn-
ing last. Even the major correction wvhich was
made in Saturday 's issue does not alter the
fact that other unaltered statements ore in-
correct. I think Members of your House will
agree that officers of this Dlepartment carry
out their duties to the public -and Parliament
in a spirit of equity and good conscience, and
I feel that our tasks are sufficiently difficult
without having our actions and decisions made
.the subject of misleading statements by any
member of the Legislative Council.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: I say definitely
that that is an entirely inaeurate and sin-
truthful statement. I ask you to produce
the fle.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member must ask me in a proper way. I
uan giving the facts of the case, not half of
them. I have here, too, the report of the
Commissioner of. Poliea on this matter, and,
I hope that members illi notice that I an.
not mentioning names-

Herewith the report of Inspector - in
connection with the charges against Detective-
Sergeant -. Briefly the facts are as fol-
lows:-

The detective-sergeant was given an urgent
investigation andl was specially requested by
the C~own Solicitor to interview a certain per-
son who would give him sufficient evidence
to complete the investigation and charge the
alleged offender. The matter was urgent be-
cause the Statute of Limitation was in peril,
The detective-sergeant did nothing in the mat-
ter and when taxed by the inspector three,
weeks later admitted not carrying out his-
specific instructions and put up the excuse
that he had an informant from whom he was
waitinag to' obtain certain information. The
inspector rightly disbelieved the sergeant's ex-
cuse and challenged him to name his in-
f ormant.

The detective-sergeant pleaded privilege and
would not disclose the identity of his in-
fornmant. The inspector rightly came to the
conclusion that the detective-sergeant's inform-
ant was a myth and only an excuse to account
for his negligence.

Tle inquiry was taken out of the detective-
sergeant's hands and given to another detective-
sergeant wvho completed the necessary investi-
gation in a fewr days and brought the offender
to justice.

In regard to the detective-sergeant refusing
to disclose the umamne of his informant to is
immediate superior, it is not the practice in
general to request satme from subordinates, ex-
cept in special cases to verify that certain in-
vestigations, are being made. At the same
timc detectives do inform their inspector of
their sources of information; there is nothing
to fear in a detective telling the inspector
whom hie is interviewing on a case and further
it is his bounden duty to do so. It is only in
courts of law that the name of an informant
is kept secret and an officer cannot be earn-
pellcad to disclose his informant's name. De-
finitely the detective-sergeant had no inform-
ant and has never produced him to this date.

It has always been the practice of thme de-
partuient wvhen preferring a ehapge against a
member for neglect of duty to do so under
the regulations, although it is admitted that
strictly speaking the charge should be under
Section 19 of the Police Act, in the Police
Court.

It is not a good policy to bring a police
officer in open court on a departmental matter,
where the matter would receive newspaper
publicity, and even if the officer was found
nolt guilty the odium would probably stick.

When the detective-sergeant was charged
under the regulation with neglect of duty he
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made no demur but applied for a board of of constables to the rank of third-class
inquiry under Section 26 of the Act. (The
board consists of a resident magistrate, a
representative of the Police flepartment, and
a representative of the Police Union.) This
was granted and the inspector preferred the
charges. Although I knew lie was doing so,
I did not know the details until after the
board of inquiry was granted, as it is always
my practice to have no knowledge of details
in case the officer charged may request me to
deal with the charge, in which ease I must
]lave an open mind.

lion. H1. S. W. Parker: I ask you to read
the Police report.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If the boa.
member desires to read the report of the in-
spector, that also is here. I think that what
I have read is an absolute refutation of the
tharge which the hon. member made in thia
particular case.

Hon. H. S. WV. Parker: In due course I
shall move to have thle papers laid on the
7table of the House, and then every member
can read them.

The CHIEF SECIRETARlY: I come to the
second charge which the lion. member made,
this time against the Commissioner of
Police. The lion, member took exception to
the action of the Commissioner of Police in
requesting an inspector and a sergeant to
make a certain investigation at the quarters
of a police officer at one of the suburban
stations. Mfembers will probably bare a
good recollection of what Mr. Parker said.
In this ease also, so that there may be no
misunderstanding, I think I should quote
the report which I have received as a result
of the remarks made by the hon. member. I
really do not like referring to this case, be-
cause it very materially affects the private
and domestic life of a member of the Police
Force. Again, I desire to avoid mentioning
names%. The report is from the Commis-
sioner of Police and is as follows:-

This refers to the constable who was officer
in charge of a suburban police station and re-
sides in the police quarters attached to the
station, and the facts concerning this man
are as follows:-

In the first place the constable was divorced
from his wife on 14th November, 1943, on the
grounds of adultery with a certain woman.
The suit was undefended and the constable
paid all costs and all additional £300 to his
wife. The woman in the case is a married
woman, and her husband is a member of the
R.A.A.Ft, and now in England.

On the 21st June last I published in the
''Police Gazette,'' in accordance with Police
regulations, a number of proposed promotions

sergeant. Amongst the names submitted was
that of tile constable ini question.

I think that shows the Commissioner bad
no ulterior moative as far as this particular
officer is concerned.

These proposed promotions caine before the
Police Promotioiial Board on the 19th July
last (the board consists of all commissioned
officers with mys Velf as chairman), and ir-
respective of appeals by any members of the
Force, the board hlave to confirm the nomina-
tions of the Conmmissiosner of Police. There
were a number of appeals and one constable
in appealing stated that the constable eon-
(-erlied was living with a woman in the police
quarters at the suburban station. Some menm-
b'ers of the board also stated that it was com-
mon talk that such was then case. The Promo-
tional Board decided that the proposed pro-
motion of the constable was not to be con-
firmed unless a favourable report was received
as to his mode of living, and requested the
Conimissioner of Police to have investigations
made. I subsequently instructed Inspector
Rowliottam and Sergeant Richardson to visit
thev constable's quarters at Maylands at 6 a.m.
onl the 22nd July lost (I do not consider this
was an unreasonlable hour), and see if there
was a woman living in tile quarters. The
inspector and the sergeant carried out my in-
structio,, nod saw the constable, who invited
them into his quarters (sitting room). They
told hint of the allegation, and requested per-
mission to inspect the quiarters. Hes refused
to allow thenm to look through his house (T
attach copy of Inspector Rowbottam's re-
port).

I then, through Inspector Tetterington,
called upon the constable for a report as to
why hie refused permission for Inspector Row-
boltom to inspect his quarters in view of the
allegation made. flis reply was as follows:-

In the first place no accusqation wvas
nie against me; secondly, I was asked
if I had anyone living in the quarters
with me, to which T replied that I had
not, which "'as the truth. It "'as then
suggested by Inspector Rowbottain that
hie search my quarters, which I objected
to onl the grounds that I considered the
quarters may private home, and no person
hiad authority to do so legally except under
warrant. The same thing would have ap-
plied if I had been residing in a private
house.

Cit receipt of this memo. I then sent the
following to the constable, through Inspector
Tetteringtoa:

A commissioned officer accompanied by
a non-comnmissioned officer visiting a con-
.stable's quarters at 6 am, asking the
latter if he hand a woman in the house, -
and requesting permission to inspect the
quarters is definitely an accusation, es-
pecially in view of Police Regulations
which read-''No member of the Force
er, without permission of the Commis-
sioner, have residing with him permanently
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in Government quarters a-ny other indi-
viduals other than his wife, children or
other dependant."

If the constable had no woman on the
premises what had he to fear; hie should
have been only too wifling for the officers
to see for themselves and dlear up the
accusation.

I can only assume by his refusal
to have his house ispected, that there
wvas a woman in the house. The constable
will hold himself in readiness for trans-
fer from Maylands.

You will note the ridiculous reply of the
constable, in which he states that no accusa-
tion was made against him, and that no per-
son had authority to search his quarters with-
out a warrant. In may opinion the inspector
could have, and should have, inspected the
constable's quarters. Regulations on quarters
read as follows:

116. Quarters.-Each member of thie
Police Force is to receive either (a) quar-
ters. subject to the conditions specified,
or (b) such lodging allowance as may
from time to time be approved.

(a) Quartets shall be granted and re-
ceived subject to the following condi-
tions: -

(1) Water rates shall be borne by the
department where members of the
Force are compelled to occupy
quarters. Members of the Force
shall pay sanitary rates when the
sanitary conveniences are solely
for the private use of themselves
and their families.

92:. Non-Commissioned Officers.-
(h) Hie will frequently, and at uncertain

hours, inspect the quarters of the
single members of the Force
under him, and will see that the
men are sober and conduct them-
selves with decency and propriety.

I cam. see no Gestapo methods in carrying
out the above regulations. The constable, at
the time, was a single man.

About 10 am. on the 22nd July, four hour,
after Inspector Rowbottam and Sergeant Rich-
ardson had visited the police station a woman
came to my office and introduced herself as
Mrs. -, and pleaded with me not to do
anything with the constable, and although her
name had not been mentioned by any of the
police visiting that constable's quarters, she
let ''the cap fit her." She denied that she
slept at the quarters, but stated that she went
there daily to look after the constable. She
admitted that she was co-respondent in the
ease of Mrs. - versus Constable -for divorce. She said she loved the constable
and would do anything for him. She was very
agitated. I did tell her it was common talk
that there was a woman living at the police
quarters with the constable.

With regard to my informing the constable
to hold himself in readiness for transfer, this

notification would have been given in any
case, as the station was being converted into
a sergeant's station.

I am credibly informed by Mr. John
Dunphiy, solicitor, that the husband of Mrs.
- had instituted proceedings against her
for divorce on the grounds of adultery, and
the constable has bean cited as co-respondent.
The suit will probably be heard this month.

In regard to the Gestapo methods alleged,
this is an irresponsible statement-nothing
was done that was unfair. Here is a man
whom I was prepared -to promote, and at thb
last minute certain facts were brought under
my notice at the Promotional Board which
were of a serious nature.

Hon. Ff. S. W. Parker: On a point of cx-
planation, I never said that any Gestapo
methods had been adopted.

Thes CHIEF SECRETARY: The boa.
member agreed with the interjection at the
time.

lon. H. S. WV. Parker: I did not agree
with anything that was said.

The CHIEF SECRETARY; The report
continues-

Mr-. Parker complains that no charge was
inade against the constable. Surely he is not
so insane as to suggest that I would charge a
constable on hearsay. The only thing to do
was to investigate the allegation and the only
method of testing the accuracy or otherwise
was to visit the police station at an hour when
the allegation could be substantiated or other-
wise. This was done, and although the con-
stable was told of the allegations he refused to
allow his bedroom to be inspected. What con-
chusions can -any reasonably-minded person
come to, but one-that there was a woman on
the premises. What had the constable to fear
if there was no pci-son in his quarters? The
regulations arc quite clear on the matter. I
submit there was nothing unfair in the method
adopted by mnc in investigating the allegation
against the constable.

It is true that the departmei is not con-
erned with the private lives of their officers,
but it is a different matter when a single man
in charge of a station permits, as alleged, a
woman who is married, to reside with him at
the station, particularly when the woman con-
cerned is the one cited as co-respondent in the
ease of Mrs. - versus Constable -
for divorce. Such a mode of living by an
officer of the Police Force brings odium on the
department, and~ cannot be tolerated.

Mr. Parker states that inquiries were not
made into the case; this is untrue, as the
file will show. There is the report of Inspector
flowbottom, Sergeant Richardson, my minute
of the 24th July, 1944, to the constable for
a report and his reply. Surely I am entitled
to make observations which are apparent, and
not sit dumb as Parker would suggest.

.I know of no serious discontent in the Ser-
vice as to my administration, and I feel sure
the Police Union will support me in this re-
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speet. Of course, you cannot please every-
body. In enforcing discipline there are always
bound to be some malcontents who have
imaginary grievances or otherwise, and who
can obtain credence from members of Parlia.
ment of the calibre of the Hon,. H. S. W.
Parker who vent them in Parliament without
seeking any inquiry beforehand as to the facts,
but is prepared to judge me on one version
only.

I am attaching the file in case there is some
point you may want to clear up.

lion. H. S. W. Parker: Will you tell me
why the name of the constable was taken
out of the "Gazette?"

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That was be-
cause the promotional board, as this report
indicates, decided they would not consider
him for promotion until such time as this
allegation had been cleared up.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: What was thn.
date of the "Gazette" in which his name was
taken out of the list?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I cannot
give the hon. member that information
straightawvay, but he can peruse the papers
if he so desires.

lion. H1. S. W. Parker: I have seen the
whole file.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: In addition
to that, it is well known that the parties
concerned in this ease canvassed a number
Df members of Parliament. The Police
Union, which is concerned about looking
alter the interests of its members, was not
p~repared to do anything in this matter at
all. No other member of Parliament was
p~repared to take the case up after making
the necessary inquiries although pressed,
1,articularly by the woman in the ease, to
ventilate the injustice done to this particular
constable. Strange to relate, today's paper
contains a report of the divorce granted to
the husband of the woman concerned in the
ease, the husband happening to be a member
of the R.A.A.F. who is in England at the
present time. Members can put their own
('on~t1'etion on this ease from the details
supplied. There are many others that could
be adduced.

Heon. 11. S. W. Parker: Don't you think
you are slightly unfair?

The PRESIDENT; Order?
The CHIEF SECRETARY: There were

a number of other matters that I had pro-
posed dealing with, but the hour is getting
late. I shall refer briefly to the remarks by
)1r. Miles yesterday when he made an in-

teresting contribution to the debate, le cer-
tainly put forward a very good case on be-
half of the far North, and the only reply I
shall give him at this juncture is that I have
taken steps to ensure that his remarks arc
placed before the Minister concerned so that
he may give consideration to the suggestions
the bon. member outlined. Tonight Mr. Bol-
ton dealt with a great number of subjects,
sonmc of which I have referred to generally
in my reply and I think he will readily agree
that I have not had any opportunity to
make the necessary inquiries concerning
some points he mentioned, more particularly
his complaint regarding the Commonwealth
having particip~ated in industry, with which
apparently Mr. Blolton does not agree. I
would remind him, however, that in other
parts of the world the type of industry he
mentioned is one over which it is considered
a Government should have control. I shall
content myself with supporting the motion
for the adoption of the Address-in-reply.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, re-
solved: That the Address he Presented to His
Excellency the Lieu t.-Govror by the Pre-
sident and such members as may desire to
accompany him.

BILLS (4-FIRST READING.
1, Industries Assistance Act Continuance.
2, Financial Emergency Act Amendment.
3, Life Assurance Companies Act Amend-

menit.
4, Plant Diseases (Registration Fees) Act

Amendment.
Received from the Assembly.

House adjourned at 9.50 p.m.


